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        Editor’s  Preface 

   The topic presented in this issue of WWN focuses 

on the sanctuary truth as presented against the 'big 

picture' setting of the Word of God. It is becoming 

increasingly apparent that the present truth of the 

sanctuary doctrine needs to be depicted within the 

larger context of the scriptural cosmic view. The 

dominance of post-modern relativism, which pro-

motes nearly every species of atheism, agnosticism, 

and human centric worldviews, has made the teach-

ing of the sanctuary message from the standpoint 

of the 'Great Controversy' motif imperative. This 

comprehensive backdrop reveals that for sin to be 

permanently eradicated, the judgment must begin 

where sin began and the issue that ignited sin must 

first be arbitrated. 

   It must be ever borne in mind, that as we get 

nearer to the end of this present age and the con-

flict between truth and error intensifies, God's peo-

ple must bear witness to this more comprehensive 

message within the framework of the "everlasting 

gospel." The Lord's overarching salvific objective of 

bringing an end to sin so that it will never rise up 

again a second time (see Nahum 1: 9) must be un-

derstood, believed, and embraced in order to es-

cape, in this "time of the end," the proponents of 

falsehood "that, if it were possible, they shall de-

ceive  
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    Sin began in Heaven: It did not begin in the Gar-

den of Eden. The Garden of Eden was the place on 

earth where sin intruded. It began at the throne of 
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God. It did not begin with Adam and Eve; it 

began with a 'covering cherub' at that Throne. 

(Ezekiel 28: 14). The sin problem must first be 

adjudicated where it began. Then from that 

point, it can continue to be eradicated until 

Christ can come "the second time without sin 

unto salvation." (Hebrews 9: 28). Did His com-

ing the first time "to make an end of 

sins" (Daniel 9: 24) provide a sufficient re-

demption for the accomplishment of that ob-

jective? From God's viewpoint, Yes; but would 

the free moral agents in whose midst sin origi-

nated concur?  

   First, what was the issue which ignited the 

rebellion against God? Our Bible opens with a 

revelation of God's intent and purpose in the 

creation of man - "Let us make man in our im-

age, after our likeness: and let them have do-

minion" (Genesis 1: 26). But there was at the 

Throne another - Lucifer - who desired the sta-

tus that was to be accorded to man. He said in 

his heart – "I will be like the most 

High." (Isaiah 14: 14). This discontent with his 

place as a 'covering cherub' infected the an-

gelic host, and war ensued in heaven. Lucifer 

was cast out. (See Isaiah 14: 12; Luke 10: 18). 

   In pursuit of his continued rebellion against 

God's design, Lucifer attacked man himself. 

The divine likeness was corrupted in man. His 

success in overcoming Adam also gave him 

the opportunity to vent his jealousy against 

Him who made man, and who would come to 

redeem man, so that the original plan might 

be carried out. 

   Since Daniel 7: 9-10 introduces the sitting of 

the Ancient of days in judgment which ulti-

mately ends when "all dominions shall serve 

and obey him" (verse 27), we need to give 

careful attention to this initial session of the 

judgment convened to settle the sin problem. 

It was the sitting of the Ancient of days that 

set the judgment and caused the books to be 

opened. To this session were called the angelic 

hosts. For what purpose? This is the question 

that must first be answered. Too often, we 

have pictured the assembled hosts of heaven 

as merely "traffic cops" verifying the citations 

they gave to the speedsters of earth on the 

highway of life. There are other questions of 

far more import involving man, such as, the 

original plan and the purpose God had in His 

creation. Can God re-make man as He origi-

nally designed him to be, 'in His likeness,' and 

give to him the "dominion" He intended to 

bestow? Then, what about the "books"? 

   Let us, first, observe what the Bible states in 

regard to God's original placement of man 

whom He created in His own "likeness." David 

sang: 

   "What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 

and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For 

thou hast made him a little lower than the an-

gels, and hast crowned him with glory and 

honour. Thou madest him to have dominion 

over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all 

things under his feet" (Psalm 8: 4-6). 

   The "sanctuary" book of the New Testament, 

in its preface to the consideration of Jesus 

Christ as High Priest of our profession, gives a 

unique interpretation to these verses from 

Psalm 8. It reads - "Thou madest him a little 

while inferior to the angels" (Hebrews 2: 7, 

margin). The Greek - βραχύ τι – when used of 

time signifies, "a short time, (or) for a little 

while." (Thayer). 1 Then, in comment on "do-

minion," Paul wrote - "For in that he put all in 

subjection under him, he left nothing that is 

not put under him. But now we see not yet all 

things put under him. But we see Jesus, who 

was made a little [while inferior - βραχύ τι - 

to] the angels for the suffering of death, 

crowned with glory and honour” (Ibid. 2: 8-9; 

emphasis added). 

   As Jesus was for only a little while inferior to 

angels, so likewise "the many sons" whom He, 

the captain of their salvation, will bring to glo-

ry shall be for only a little while lower than the 

angels. In Christ, the "divine likeness" was 

once more revealed in humanity, and through 

Him as High Priest, the "divine likeness" is to 

be restored to man. The "first dominion," lost 

by the first Adam, is regained by the second 

Adam as He stands at the head of the human 

race. (See Micah 4: 8). 
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   Not only does Paul present this understand-

ing of the redemptive process in Hebrews, 

where he sets forth the sanctuary doctrine of 

the new covenant, but in his general Epistle to 

the Ephesians. He wrote: 

   "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit 

of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

him: The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the 

hope of his calling, and what (are) the riches 

of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his 

power to us-ward who believe, according to 

the working of his mighty power, Which he 

wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 

the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 

the heavenly places, ... And hath put all things 

under His feet, … 

   "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 

love wherewith he loved us, Even when we 

were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 

with Christ, (by whose [margin] grace ye are 

saved;) And hath raised us up together, and 

made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he 

might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 

in his kindness toward us through Christ Je-

sus." (Ephesians 1: 17-20, 22; 2: 4-7; emph. 

added). 

   What was done "in Christ Jesus" will be re-

vealed "through Christ Jesus" in the "many 

sons" whom He will be bringing to glory. As 

High Priest, He prayed - "Father, I will that 

they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 

me where I am" (John 17: 24). Can the Father 

answer that prayer in the planned "exaltation 

of the redeemed" and "one pulse of harmony" 

still beat "through the vast creation"? It didn't 

the first time when He attempted to carry out 

His plan. Rebellion ensued among the host of 

heaven led by the highest ranking angel of 

that innumerable creation - the covering cher-

ub, Lucifer. Thus when the Judgment is set, 

the angelic host are the first to be assembled. 

The original objective of God in the creation 

of man is at issue. "The hour of the judgment 

of Him is come." (Revelation 14: 7a, Greek). 2 

   In the typical sanctuary service, there had 

been given a unique representation of this. 

The high priest provided his own bullock for 

himself and his "house." Though an "offering 

for sin," no hands of confession were placed 

on this bullock. Its blood was the first to be 

sprinkled in the most holy place on the mercy 

seat. (Leviticus 16: 14). It did not enter into 

the services of that day again until it was min-

gled with the blood of the Lord's goat with 

the objective of removing "the uncleanness of 

the children of Israel" (verse 19). This was per-

formed at the Altar in the Court. Further, the 

antitypical significance of this first ministra-

tion in the most holy place on the typical Day 

of Atonement is alluded to by Paul in Hebrews 

as he wrote his call to "consider the Apostle 

and High Priest of our profession, Christ Je-

sus" (Hebrews 3: 1-6). Aaron stood for Moses 

(see Exodus 4: 16; 7: 1), who was as Christ, 

faithful in "all his house." 

   The first witness in the judgment before the 

Throne is the "Lamb as it had been 

slain" (Revelation 5: 6); and the first question 

before the Heavenly hosts was: Has God paid 

enough to carry out His original plan regard-

ing man? There can be but one answer, as they 

look upon the One standing before them. 

They could but recall those hours in Gethsem-

ane, when the cup trembled in the hands of 

that Divine Sufferer. Their mind's eye could 

see again the agony He endured at Calvary. 

   We need to see this Judgment scene given in 

prophetic vision to Daniel in the context of 

the whole vision before considering the sec-

ond aspect of the prophetic scene - "the books 

were opened." It is a prophecy in continuity, 

and must be carefully studied from that view-

point. 

   Four "great beasts" arise before Daniel in vi-

sion. "The first was like a lion." (Daniel 7: 4). 

The very word, "first" indicates a sequence. It 

is followed by "another beast, a second, like to 

a bear." (Ibid. 7: 5). "After this ... lo another, 

like a leopard." (Ibid. 7: 6). "After this … be-

hold a fourth beast." Then there arose a "little 
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horn" out of the beast, which was never sepa-

rated from the beast (Ibid. 7: 8). Next to ap-

pear before the eyes of Daniel was the judg-

ment scene. (Ibid. 7: 9-10, all emph. added). 

   The continuity continues. "I beheld then" 

and he continued to behold "till the beast was 

slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 

burning flame" (Ibid. 7: 11, emph. added; see 

also Revelation 19: 20). This is followed in the 

"night visions" by the coming of the "Son of 

man ... to the Ancient of days" (Daniel 7: 13) 

not to enter into judgment but to receive “an 

everlasting dominion." (Ibid. 7: 14). 

   In the explanation which follows, Daniel was 

told that "the little horn" would have domin-

ion for a period of time – "until a time and 

times and the dividing of time" (Ibid. 7: 25); 

"But the judgment shall sit" (Ibid. 7: 26). In 

other words, the sitting of the judgment 

comes between the time allotted to the "little 

horn" and the "great words" which that 

"horn" spoke (Ibid. 7: 11). It must be noted 

that the "words" which the "little horn" spoke 

"against the most High" during the time of 

dominion (the 1260 prophetic days) are not 

the "great words" which the horn utters after 

the "judgment was set." (The word, "great" is 

supplied in Daniel 7: 25.) 

   Further, in the explanation given to Daniel, 

only two decisions are noted as coming from 

the judgment before the Ancient of days in 

this first judicial session of the Heavenly 

Court: 3 

   1) "I beheld, and the same horn made war 

with the saints, and prevailed against them; 

Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment 

was given to the saints of the most 

High" (Ibid. 7: 21-22). 

   2) "the judgment shall sit, and they shall 

take away his dominion, to consume and to 

destroy it unto the end." (Ibid. 7: 26).  

   The time when the Judgment is set, and the 

books opened in the continuity of Daniel 7 is 

between the end of the allotted time given to 

"the little horn," 1798, and 1854 when the 

"horn" promulgated the first of its "great 

words" in the Dogma of the Immaculate Con-

ception. Thus the time when "the cleansing of 

the sanctuary" (Daniel 8: 14) was to begin, 

1844, coincides with the sitting of the judg-

ment. 4 But it is to be noted that nowhere in 

the visions given to Daniel is there a sugges-

tion of an investigation of the individual rec-

ords contained in those books. That awaits the 

final session of the Heavenly Assize. (Revela-

tion 20: 12). 

   Another picture also emerges from the 

prophecy. The little horn "made war with the 

saints" even to the point of wearing "out the 

saints of the most High," until the Ancient of 

days came. (Daniel 7: 21-22, 25). This prophet-

ic picture is paralleled by the fifth seal in Rev-

elation, with the souls under the brazen Altar 

(Revelation 6: 9-11); however, in taking away 

the "dominion" of the "little horn" by the 

judgment (Daniel 7: 26), the focus changes. It 

moves to the sanctuary (Ibid. 8: 14), and to the 

"great words" spoken by the little horn. The 

taking away is done by the same ones over 

which during the 1260 day period the "horn" 

prevailed, in other words, "the saints." (Note 

Ibid. 7: 21 - "them;" and Ibid. 7: 26 - "they") 

We dare not forget that the last great conflict 

is a battle "between the religion of the Bible 

and the religion of fable and tradition." 

   We turn our attention next to the "books." 

There can be no question, but that these 

books from the archives of Heaven contain a 

precise record of the deeds of each human 

that has ever lived. (Revelation 20: 12). It is 

also an inescapable fact that they are still be-

ing written. In each prophetic description in 

Daniel and in Revelation, there is associated 

along with the "books," the fact "that another 

book was opened" (Revelation 20: 12; Daniel 

12: 1). While "works" are associated with the 

"books," only "names" are emphasized in ref-

erence to "the book" (Revelation 13: 8). With 

this prophetic differentiation, there must be 

recalled the confession of Isaiah - "all our 

righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isaiah 64: 

6). 

   The first reference to "the book of life of the 

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" 
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is found in Moses' petition in behalf of Israel. 

There it is called "thy book which thou hast 

written" (Exodus 32: 32). Moses was in com-

munion with the same I AM who had ap-

peared to him at Horeb before (Ibid. 3: 1, 14); 

and Who was to come as a Surety for those 

whose names are recorded in the book. (John 

8: 58, Hebrews 7: 22-25). It should be carefully 

noted that the Scriptures indicate clearly that 

the I AM writes the names in His book. They, 

and they alone, escape the judgment. This Je-

sus stated plainly: 

   "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that 

sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 

come into condemnation (Gr. Κρίσιν -  judg-

ment); but is passed  (μεταβέβηκεν - perfect 

tense) from death unto life." (John 5: 24). 

   A biblical example of this acquittal is the 

thief on the cross paying the penalty for his 

transgression against society, hearing the 

promise of Jesus - "Verily I say unto thee To 

day, thou shalt be with Me in paradise" (Luke 

23: 43). While the penalty for his sins was be-

ing paid that very day by Another, he passed 

in relationship to God, "from death unto life." 

   The typical service on the Day of Atonement 

indicates plainly that all records are blotted 

out even the recorded confessions finger-

printed on the horns of the altars. The former 

shall not come into mind. There remains only 

the identity, the name, for the "life is hid with 

Christ in God." (Colossians 3: 3). 

   Returning to the theme of Bible prophecy, 

the great controversy between good and evil, 

we find the elements of Daniel 7 re-

emphasized as the second section of Revela-

tion (Chapters 12 through 19) is introduced. 

The first beast of Revelation 13 is "like unto a 

leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a 

bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: 

and the dragon gave him his power, and his 

seat, and great authority." (verse 2). Here are 

parts of the very symbols of Daniel 7 in identi-

cal reverse order as given in Daniel, now a part 

of another non-descript beast. The time of this 

latter beast's authority to act, is the same time 

as was given 'the Little Horn' of Daniel 7. He 

also does the same thing - "it was given unto 

him to make war with the saints, and to over-

come them" (Ibid. 13: 7). However, into this 

picture a new factor is introduced - the drag-

on. This "dragon" is clearly defined - "that old 

serpent, which is the Devil and Sa-

tan" (Revelation 20: 2). Here again, are the 

same two antagonists, as presented in the ser-

vices of the Day of Atonement - the Lord's 

goat, and the one standing for Azazel (Satan). 

   The prophetic scene in Revelation 12 pre-

sents the warfare between the two contend-

ers. Michael overcomes; sin is condemned in 

the flesh, the Man-child is caught up to God 

and His throne, there to be High Priest and 

Surety of the everlasting covenant. A loud 

voice is heard proclaiming the restoration of 

the kingdom of God, and "the power of His 

Christ." 

   In this prophetic continuum (Revelation 12 – 

14), a series of angelic voices are heard pro-

claiming the everlasting gospel which produc-

es a group of saints which keep, not are trying 

to keep, the commandments of God and the 

faith of Jesus. (Ibid. 14: 6-12). The first angel 

announces that the hour of God's judgment 

has come, thus paralleling Daniel 7: 9-10; and 

setting the time factor - 1844. 

   Once the angelic host assents that God has 

paid a sufficient price to carry out his original 

plan in the creation of man, then God will "set 

his hand the second time to recover the rem-

nant of his people" (Isaiah 11: 11; Revelation 

12: 17). Against the dragon's wrath, they too 

shall prevail. They will overcome him, "by the 

blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 

testimony" (Ibid. 12: 11). It should be evident 

to any observant student of the picture in 

Revelation, that the conflict begins with the 

attack on the woman and the "Man-child." It 

was the "Seed" of the woman who was to 

bruise the serpent's head (Genesis 3: 15). That 

"Seed" was the Man-child. 

   In the Greek, there are three words for 

"man." One is ἄνθρωπος, a human being, 

from which is derived our English word, 
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"anthropology". A second is ἀνήρ, an adult 

male as opposed to a child, or a female. The 

third is ἄρσεν, the male sex. An example of its 

use in Scripture is Romans 1: 27. This is the 

word which is used in Revelation 12: 5. Christ 

did not come into the world bereft of the 

powers and forces which plague human kind. 

He was "made of a woman, made under law" 

including the law of heredity. (See Galatians 4: 

4-5; in each use of the word "law" in these 

verses, the article is omitted in the Greek text). 

Also, it is on this issue - the incarnation - that 

the battle ground of theology begins. 

   The Three Angels' Messages is "the everlast-

ing gospel." This "gospel of God" is declared 

to be “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, which was made of the seed of David ac-

cording to the flesh" (Romans 1: 1, 3). No 

sooner had God begun the final work toward 

His original objective, than the "beast" which 

received its authority and power from the 

(Dan-

iel 7: 11). In the Dogma of the Immaculate 

Conception, promulgated in 1854, it was de-

clared that Mary, "Unlike the rest of the chil-

dren of Adam … was never subject to sin, even 

in the first moment of [the soul's] infusion in-

to the body. She alone was exempt from the 

original taint." (The Faith of Our Fathers, p. 

171, 88th edition). 5 

   The tragedy of this whole picture is that the 

"saints" which God raised up to "take away" 

the dominion of the "little horn" (Daniel 7: 

26), so compromised the faith, that they were 

willing to declare of Christ, that "Although 

born in the flesh, He was nevertheless God, 

and was exempt from the inherited passions 

and pollutions that corrupt the natural de-

scendants of Adam." (Questions on Doctrine, 

p. 383; emph. added). 6 How can they over-

come the dragon with a corrupted testimony? 
 

The Testimony Of The Writings —  
    

   Not only is the 'Great Controversy' motif 

emphasized in the Writings, but also certain 

specific statements are made as to the begin-

ning of the conflict, and God's purpose in the 

creation of man. 

   Lucifer was "once an honored angel in heav-

en, next to Jesus Christ." Further, he "wished 

to be consulted concerning the formation of 

man." The status planned for man by God 

triggered the rebellion. (See 1SG, pg. 17). 7 

   This status is also clearly defined: 

   "All heaven took a deep and joyful interest 

in the creation of the world and of man. Hu-

man beings were a new and distinct or-

der." (R&H, Feb. 11, 1902; emph. added). 8 

   "God created man a superior being; he alone 

is formed in the image of God, and is capable 

of partaking of the divine nature, of co-

operating with his Creator and executing his 

plans" (R&H, April 21, 1885). 9 

   "Man was the crowning act of the creation 

of God, made in the image of God, and de-

signed to be a counterpart of God; … " (R&H, 

June 18, 1895; emph. added). 10   

   When the catalyst which sparked the sin 

problem is understood, the session of the 

judgment described in Daniel 7: 9-10 takes on 

new meaning, as well as the validity of the 

premise that the sin problem must first be set-

tled where, and over what, it began. Further, 

in our consideration of the judgment of Daniel 

7: 9-10, we must limit our conclusions as to 

the renderings of that session of the Heavenly 

Assize to what is actually stated to Daniel in 

the explanation. (Ibid. 7: 22, 26). There are 

two other factors which dare not be over-

looked: 

   1) God has "committed all judgment unto 

the Son" (John 5: 22; emph. added). 

   2) The Son says: "He that heareth my word, 

and believeth on Him that sent me, hath ever-

lasting life, and shall not come into condem-

nation (judgment); but is passed from death 

unto life" (John 5: 24; same Greek word in 

both verses - κρίσιν - for "judgment" and 

“condemnation”).   ❖                       WHG (GLP   ) 
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