ONE

orts to Impose Dogma

The furious battle for the sou! of America is intensifying, as those who op-
pose abortion are hoping that the new Supreme Court will rule against it, en-
abling them to impose their religious views on the rest of America. We draw
the curtain aside to witness now the first serious shots that were fired in that
battle, a little over three decades ago.

Shock waves raced across the nation when it was announced on January 22,
1973, that the U.S, Supreme Court—in Roe v. Wade—had upheld the right of 2
woman to exercise her choice in the matter of abortion. If the nation had not
been split on the subject before that fateful morning, it certainly then began
dividing—and rapidly. While even before, there had been differing opinions,
now deep emotions flooded the women of the nation. Many were grateful that
they now could have control over their reproductive destiny; others were out-
raged. Men similarly fell into split camps. The anti-abortion forces began
consolidating their alliances, laying plans, and drawing strategies to put an
end to abortions once and for all, by introducing a human life amendment
that would protect fetuses from conception through birth.

Roe v. Wade set off an eruption of opposition to the Court’s approval of
the constitutionality of women’s right to abortion. It enabled women to con-
trol their childbearing, if contraception should fail, and consequently, their
health and family stability, as well as their opportunity for education and
qualifying for employment. Gone now are the days when a married woman
needed to depend on her husband to provide a livelihood. All women to-
day need to have employment opportunities, as it fundamentally affects their
well-being and indeed, their very lives.

Two basic camps exist, those who favor choice or abortion—and those






















































