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A LETTER AND A REPLY

Slnce the f i rs f  Thought  Paper  was publ lshed In January,  1968,  we have endeavored
to keep each issue as f ree as poss ib le  of  I 'personal i t iest t .  lVhat  we have wr l t ten
wh ich  i nvo l ved  i nd i v idua ls  v ras  no t  rega rd ing  the i r  pe rsona l  i d iosync ras ies ,  bu t
only  those acts  for  which a l l  o f  us in  responsib le pos i t ions must  s tand account-
able.  Vr ,e have at  no t lme wr i t ten behind onets back,  but  sa id what  had to  be sa id
p l a i n l y  a n d  o p e n l y  i n  a  w a y  w h i c h  w e  b e l l e v e  t h a f  C h r l s t  w o u l d  h a v e  s a i d  i t .  W e
do not profess to have achieved thls objective perfectly, but we have fr ied to keep
th is  goal  ever  before us,

l^lhen accusations and innuendos contlnue to be made behind onets back so that honest
people might be deceived, i t  becomes necessary to speak forth so that the facts may
be known, and that those persons who want to knovr, can know and make Intel I igent de-
c ls ions in  regard to  the mat ter .  The copy of  the le f ter  be low fs  one exhib l t  o f
such behind-oners-back act lv l ty ,  and our  rep ly  fo l lo , rs .

General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventlste
58/10 Eastern Ave. NW, Washlngton D. C.

February 26, 1976

Division PresLdents
Divislon lt{inlsterial Seeretaries

Dear FeLlorry Leaders:

I understand that one who styles hinse$ ELder Vf. H. Grotheer has been sendlng you
eone of hls naterlal from tine to tloe. I happen to be on hls rnatltng llst, too.

I understand fron one or two of you nen that you have been under the lrnpresslon
that this nan ls a Seventh-day Adventist ninister in good and regular standing. I' 
teel that lt is the best thtng for me to telI you thai he is not a Seventtr-day Ad-
ventist church menber. He used to be a worker. He has been dl.sconnected fron the.- 

-ff)chr.rch for several years on what grounds I do not lnow, but his srrbsequent actlvl-*-'v/D-r 
ties lead ne to believe that the brethren must have had good grounds for selnratfuig
hln fron the organized work,
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He has set up hls own organization, and he has done lt ln such a way that he can
ordain his own ministers, grant them credentials, and do all of the other things
that usually a church does. I think that the kind of naterial that he sends out
ls self-evident. If he were interested in the unity of the church and the prep-
aratlon of a people for the coning of the Lord, he would not write ln the caustlc,
critlcal manoer in which he does.

I wlsh that you would warn the folk ln y.our division and if he is sendlng hls rna-
terial out your way, you wl1l know what to do with it. Vfhat a wonderful thlng lt
would be lf sone of the people with mireographs would direct their efforts into a
finished work instead of pulling down.

C,od bless you all.

Cordlally yours,

( slgned )

Robert H. Pierson

OUR REPLY

J u l y  1 2 ,  1 9 7 6

Elder  Rober t  H.  P ierson,  Pres ldent
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Takoma Park,  Washington D.  C. ,  200| '2

Dear  E lde r  P ie rson ;

Your  le t ter  dafed February 26,  1976 whlch was senf  to  a l  I  D iv ls ion Pres idents and
Dlv is ion [4 in is ter ia l  Secretar les has come to my desk.  l t  is  sad that  l t  came in  a
round about  way,  and that  you d id not  mani fest  enough Chr ls t lan cour tesy to  send me
a carbon copy when you sent  l t  to  each of  these men.  Before publ lsh ing any issue
that  I  might  have wi th  you d i rect ly ,  I  have,  as I  am doing now,  wr i t ten to  you pr ior
to  such  pub l l ca f l on . '  Fu r the r ,  wha t  l , have .had  to  say  i n  rega rd  i o  you r  o f f i c i a l  oc -
t i ons  i n  non th l y  t hough t  papers ,  I  have  p laced  you  on  the  regu la r  ma i l i ng  t i s t  so
that you might know just whaf had been wrltten and why it  was written. I have docu-
mented the same so that  l t  could be ver i f ied.  This  is  not  fhe case wi th  your  lq t ter
wh ich conta ins gross misrepresentat ions.

In your fetter you state I ' that the brethren must have had good grounds for separatlng
him from the organized work.] The facts are fhat I took a voluntary leave of ab-
sence from the organized work. In a statement dated November 29, t966 on off lcfal
s tat ionary,  E lder  H.  H.  Schmidt ,  Pres ident  o f  the Southern Union Conference stated:  -
f rThis  is  to  establ ish the fact  that  ! r tm.  H.  Grotheer  le f t  the employ of  Old Madison
Col  lege and the Southern Union Conference st r ic t ly  on h is  own,  June l ,  1965.  He was
in good and regular  s tanding as a denomfnat ional  worker  when he took th is  vo luntary
leave of  absence.r r  Not  on ly  has th is  s tatement  been wr i t ten,  but  my credent la ls  were
mainta ined unt i l  1961 by the Sou' thern Union Conference,  when at  the Sesslon in  that
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year ,  they were a l lowed to r i lapset t .  At  no t ime have my credent ia ls  ever  been faken
from me, nor requested from me.

You a lso s tate in  your  le t ter  that f rhe has set  up h is  oh,n organizat lon,  and he has
done  i t  i n  such  away  tha t  he  can  o rda ln  h i s  own  m in i s te rs ,  g ran t  t hem c reden t ia f s . t t
No  where  i n  ou r  cha r fe r  g ran ted  by  the  S ta te  o f  M lss i ss ipp i ,  wh lch  l s  a  pub l i c  docu -
nrent by the way, nor In our By-Laws have we been granted the authority to ordaln
men fo the minlstry, nelther have we attempted.fo do so! Our charter reads that we
supporf that which is ln harmony with f i the tenets upon whlch the Seventh-day Advent-
l s t  chu rch  i s  based ,  v i z :  t hb  B ib le  and  the  wr i t i ngs  o f  E l l en  G .  Wh i te . r r  We  do  have
power to  grant  credenf ia ls  to  "any min is ter  ordained accord ing to  the r l tes of  the
Seventh-day Adventlst '  church." This was r*r i t ten into the charter so that. any mini '
ster who seeks to speak forth against the evi ls prevai I  lng in the church, and who
can no longer receive support from the church because he chooses to so speak, may
s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o  e x e r c i s e  h i s  r i g h t s  l e g a l l y  a s  a n  o r d a i n e d  m i n l s t e r  o f  t h e  G o s p e l .

My brother ,  i f  you cannot  wr l te  honest ly  concern ing your  fe l low men whom you can see,
how can you wr i te  t ru thfu l ly  about  Jesus Chr is t  and the Fafher  whom you have nof  seen?

ln your  le t ter  you state that  you do not  know ' iwhat  groundsfr  wer€ g iven to  d ls fe l low-
ship me f rom the church severa l  years back.  Has one of  your  d iv ls lon pres ldents been
so  de re l i c t  i n  h i s  respons lb i l i t l es  tha t  he  d id  no t  i n fo rm you  o f  t he  commi t tee  he
appolnted to  hear  the case,  and d ld he not  g ive you a copy of  the repor t  issued by

_.  tF commit tee? Let  me ref resh your  memory by out l ln ing for  you the facts  involved.
.  

l 'Jhen the char ter  o f  the Advent is ts  Layments Foundat ion of  Miss lssfppi  was granted,
action was forthcoming to renpve me from the church rol l  on the grounds of Insubor-
d lnat lon as I  was not  recogniz ing proper ly  const i tu ted church author i ty .  l t  was
flrst attempted by board action alone, and then under pressure of the fact that such
was  no t  I nkeep ing  w l th  the  Church  Manua l ,  a  bus iness  mee t lng  was  ca l l ed  fo r  t he  pu r -
pose.  At  th is  bus iness meet ing,  a t tended by the local  conference pres ident ,  act lon
to d is fe l lowship me was taken wl fhout  me being able to  speak in  my own defense as ls
guaranfeed in  the Church Manual .  ln terest ing ly ,  a lso,  ls  the fact  that  not  another
single board rnembeF6T-TFF5[i-dation at thai t lme, and none since, have been called
in  qqes t i on  as  to  the i r  membersh fp .  l f  I  we re  i n  t ' s i n t t because  I  was  a  member  o f
the board,  then were not  a l l  members of  the same board a lso in  t ts in t t?

So lappealed the unScr ip tura l  and unconst i tu t lonal  act ion taken.  A corrn i t tee of
admin is t rators ,  pastors,  and laymen was set  up,  who came to Mlss iss ipp l  fo  hear  the
case. They issued a report entlt led - [Grotheer Hearing Commitfeerr. Among the re-
conunendations made was that the Foundation be dissolved andlhbt:"any assets of the
Foundation be pald over to the Seventh-day Adventist Church and an accounting be
given of  pr ior  receipts  and expendi tures. r r  ln  1972,  I  was to ta l ly  unaware that  you
and other  church leaders were p lay ing in  the legal  "crap game'r  the wor ld  uses wl th
the money the laify entrusted to you. ( |  use the term, f 'crap gbmeri because that is
how a Seventh-day Advent is t  layman in  good and regular  s tanding,  and who ls  h imsel f
a stock broker, described the transactions of the stock market.) Now let me assure
you that at no t ime has fhe Foundation had enough money to cover the paper and/or
real  losses susfa ined by your  admin is t rat lon in  the s tock market .  Fur ther ,  a t  no

?.-ftne have we had enough money to lnvest in such a game, and even if  we did, we would- not play the stock market. We believe that the funds placed wlth the Foundafion g!;e
a sacred trust to be used in harmony wifh the wi I I  of God for fhls t ime so that Hls
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people might  be warned of  the apostasy in  h igh ptaces.

Now there are other aspects of thls Committee report that you may not know. In a
letter from one of the members of the committee after the hearing, I was told that
i f  I  met  the condi t ions noted in  the above paragraph,  and others such as personal ly
recogniz lng mysel f  as no longer  a min is ter  o f  the Gospel ,  then I  could be restored
to church membership t 'on a bas is  d i f ferent  than would be in  the case in  most  c i r -
cums tances . "  Th i s  was  exp la ined  ve rba l l y  t o  me  by  the  i nd i v idua l  t o  mean  tha t  I
would not  need to be rebapt fzed,  nor  make a profess ion of  fa i th .  Now le t  the impl l -
ca t i ons  o f  t h i s  f ac t  s lnk  i n to  you r  t h ink ing .  Fu r the r ,  I  r ece i ved  a  l e t t e r  f rom
st i l l  another  member of  the same hear ing commit tee which s fated - r rOn severa l  occa-
s ions  he  [E lde r  L .  L .  Bock ,  t he  cha i rman ]  made  i t  empha t i ca l l y  c lea r  t ha t  wha teve r
the problem was,  i t  was cer ta in ly  not  in  the area of  theology. t '

Now le t  us do a I  i t t le  reasoning fogefher .  You know that  I  was once a min is ter  In
the  o rgan iza t i on  -  some twen ty - f i ve  yea rs  ho ld ing  regu la r  c reden t l a l s ,  t he  p r ime
years of  my I  i fe .  From your  v lewpoint ,  I  am now a lost  sheep of  the house of  ls rael .
Have-you as the f i rs t  min is ter  o f  the church as you sty le  yoursel f ,  adopted a shep-
herdts  ro le ,  and made any at ternpt  to  f ind the ' f lost  sheeptr? l f  I  am In a lost  con-
dit ion, should you nof seek to rescue me as you encourage your ministers to seek the
los t  i n  t he  wor ld?  D ld  no t  Chr i s t  cJ ie  fo r  me ,  as  we l l  as  fo r  t hem? l s  my  sou l  o f
no va lue to  you? 0r  are you af ra id  l f  we sat  down together ,  you could not  defend
the heresy and error  you have p laced your  impr imatur  upon?

, 'E+der  Pierson i t  is  t fne that  you core c fean wi th  t ru th,  and not  cont lnue to  h lde
behind assumed ignorance and misrepresentat ions in  deal lng wi th  your  fe l lowmen for
whom Chr is t  d ied as wel  I  as you.

May the Lord help you to  be in te l  lectual  ly  honest  and for thr lght ,  and what  I  request
fo r  you  o f  t he  Lo rd ,  I  ask  l i kew ise  fo r  myse l f .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

( S i g n e d )

h/m. H. Grotheer
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after the passi of  t ime in 1844,
a  I  les t rmone s ,  S e r l e s  [ J ,  I l o .  ' 2 ,  p .

sa i th  the  Lo rd ;
IRD PART

TIVO PARTS there in shal  I  be cut  o f f ,- -b e  l e f t  t h e r e i n . @ t
b r i n q  t h e  T H I R DPART throuqh the f  i  re ,  and ref  ine them. They sha |  |

S MY PEOPLE;
l S  M Y  G O D . "  L s i c .  -  s e e

f i r s . t . p a r t .  S a r d i s ,  t  .
Laodicea, the noninal Adventistl .  t h e  o n  l y
t rue church of  God on ear th.  for  thev ask to  be t rans lated to  the c i ty
9 f  G o d . - R e v .  i i i .  1 2 :  H e b .  x i i .  2 2 - 2 4 .  I n  f h e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s .  I  e x h o r t
vou to_ f  lee f  r .om the Laodiceans.  as f  rom Sodom and Gomorrah.  Thei r
teach ings  a re  f l ase  and  de lus i ve ;  and  l ead  to  u t te r  des t ruc t i on .

s  w i f e .

,=tt.*
Fa i  rhaven, Mass .  ,  Nov. I  0,  |  850 .

(Th is  i s  f rom the  Rev iew & Hera ld ,  l lovember  1850,  p .B ,  pub l i shed in  Par is ,  [ ' i e . )

+++++++++++

Some have wri t ten regarding a quest ion which was asked in the thought paper for
[4ay ,  1974 (V I I  -  5 ) .  I t  read -  "Cou ld  i t  be  tha t  the  beas t  o f  Reve la t ioh  17  is
the  prophet ic  symbol ism o f  the  f i rs t  beas t  o f  Reve la t ion '13  in  i t s  'hea led '  s ta te?"
This should have read -  "Could i t  be that the woman r id ing the beast which comes
from the 'bot tomless pi t '  is  the prophet ic symbol ism of how and in rvhat combina-
t ion  the  f i rs t  beas t  o f  Reve la t ion  l3  w i l l  appear  in  i t s  'hea led '  s ta te?"  Baby lon
the great -  the Har lot  of  Revelat ion 17 -  is  composed of  three sectors (Rev. 16:
19) rather than just  the Papacy as is represented by the f i rst  beast of-Revelat ion
13"  The beas t  o f  Reve ' la t ion  17  is  " the  e igh th"  anc l  i s  o f  the  seven" ,  no t  "seventh . "
T h i s b e a s t u n d e r l i e s a l l s e v e n . S e e T e s t i m o r y L e s t o i t i n ] f f i 2 f o r t h e i d e n -
t i f i c a t i o n , I n a s m u c h a s W e a r e s t u d y n ' i n t h e S a b b a t h
School ,  i t  should be noted that the lesson on this subject  for  the th i rd quarter
wi l l  g ive another interpretat ion to th is prophet ic symbol ism. The lesson states:
"From another vantage pgi f t  th is beast of  chapter 17 is seen as the image to the
beast  in  Reve la t ion  13 ; "  (See Lesson 7 ,  p .  56)

+++++++#+#+
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FURTHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ZAIRE

r r A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  o u r  l i t t l e  v i s i t  t o d a y  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  f e l l  y o u  s o m e t h i n g
abou t  a  ra the r  unusua l  deve lopmen t  i n  t he  T rans -A f r i ca  D iv i s ion .  Tha t  po r t i on  o f
Afr ica former ly  known as the Congo is  now the country  of  7a i re.  Ear ly  in  the year
' | 972  the  Genera l  Con fe rence  o f f i ce rs  rece i ved  a  l e t t e r  f rom E lde r  M .  L .  M i l l s ,
p res iden t  o f  t he  T rans -A f r i ca  D iv i s ion ,  wh ich  gave  i n fo rma t ion  conce rn ing  recen t
deve lopmen ts  i n  t he  Ta i re  Repub l i c  as  i f  r e la ted  to  ou r  denomina t i ona l  work .  Ap -
pa ren t l y  P res iden t  Mobu fo  had  become d i ssa t i s f i ed  w i th  the  p ro l i f e ra t i on  o f  re l i -
g ious sects  in  the country ,  and the government  adopted a procedure to  reduce the
n u m b e r  d r a s t i c a l l y .  T h e  n e w  l a w  r e q u i r e d  t h a f  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  b e  r e g i s t e r e d
wi th the governmenf  wi th  the except ion of  three;  namely Roman Cathol i ,cs . ,  K imbang-
i s t s  (a  pu re l y  Za i re  o r i en ted  chu rch )  and  the  Church  o f  Chr i s t  [CCZ] .  The  new
law la id  down  ce r ta in  regu la t i ons  fo r  any  o the r  chu rch  o rgan iza t i on  wh ich  m igh t
w ish  to  func t i on  i n  t he  coun t r y .  One  o f  t he  requ i remen ts  i n  connec f i on  w i th  the
appl icat ion for  recogni t ion was a deposi t  o f  l$g-_{g j { "s  ( the uni t  o f  local
currency)  in  a bank in  the country  of  Zai re,  This-EmbTfr - f f ipresents approx imate ly
s i x  mon ths  o f  t he  Seven th -day  Adven t i s t  chu rch rs  ope ra t i ng  budge t  i n  t he  en f i re
coun t r y  o f  Za i re .  The  Genera l  Con fe rence  o f f i ce rs  adv i sed  fhe  T rans -A f r i ca  D iv i -
s lon to  make the deposi t ,  and in  due course,  recogni t ion was g iven to  the Sevenfh-
day  Adven t i s t  chu rch  i n  t h i s  coun t r y . r '

From a letter dated, Septenber 25t 7972. signed bC J. C. Kazel,
Assistant Tteasutet of the GeneraT Conf.etence.

This  in format ion
th is  le t ter ,  or
1972.

rarses some very
in the Review and

important questions that are 'left unanswered
datedn 0ctober

i n
l 9 'Hera ld  ar t ic le  on the subject

l .  t^|as the d s i t  re turnable?Under what
at ' ionsof the

i n t Protestant rch  o f  Chr is t  o f  Za i re

2. 0r vlas this deposit  l ike a performance bond? If  our ' rcommunity" as one of the
groups in CCZ refusesto take part in the organic union cal led for by the presi-
dent of CCZ, wi l l  the deposit  be forfei ted?

3. Has the deposit  been placed into the operat ing budget of CCZ, since we agreed
to become a part of the united Protestant Church of Zaire (CCZ)?

Unless the questions concerning the events in Zaire are clearly answered and docu-
mented, one wonders i f  the price of a "sel l-out" has r isen somewhat in the past
1900 years from thirty pieces of si lver to 100,000 Zaires!

See Januaxy, L973 thought paper special entitled "A Cover-up?" for a review of
the report from the Review & Herald as compared with a report in Christianitrl
Todav.


