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ELLEN G. WHITE'S CHOICE OF WORDS
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*The hour has come, the hour is striking, and striking at you, 7 TYHE SACRED TRUST
the hour and the end!” Eze. 7:6  (Moffan) H

“Balances of the Sanctuary”
“Another Coming Out”

“the Alpha” and “the Omega”
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Editon's Preface

This issue of WWN is based solely in the Writings of
Ellen G. White, and reference the Bible only where
those Writings indicate a specific text. Further, Ellen
G. White indicated how her writings were to be stud-
ied. We have sought to follow this hermeneutical rule
meticulously. We accept and recognize her specific
position as assigned by heaven - “a messenger with
a message” for the people of God. These messages
speak directly to the corporate Seventh-day Adventist
Church and to the individual member in his relation-
ship to that Church.

There are some expressions and vocabulary which are
unique in the Writings as they are applied to the
Church. While the words, “alpha” and “omega” are to
be found in the Scriptures, and are applied to both
God and Christ (Rev. 1:8; 22:13), these same words
are used in the Writings to denote specific apostasies
that have taken place in the history of the Church.
Other unique phrases are to be found, such as “the
balances of the sanctuary” and “a coming out” allud-
ing to the parable of the ten virgins. What is interest-
ing about the reference to the Parable of the ten vir-
gins is the two different time frames to which the par-
able is assigned in the Writings.

Further, in a reference to the parable there is found in
the Writings a definitive statement which links the
parable to the Church of Laodicea, and makes synony-
mous, the two expressions, “vomited out,” and “the
door was shut.” Though dead, her messages still
speak to the Church, These need to be carefully con-
sidered and heeded.




“Alpha,” “Omega,”
“the Balances of the
Sanctuary,”
Another “Coming-out”

Unique terms in the Writings
addressed to those to whom the
gift was given.

in the Scriptures certain expressions become a
part of the eschatological language marking the
end times. In Daniel as well as in Revelation the
Judgment is introduced: “The Judgment was
set” {Daniel 7:10); “The Hour of the judgment of
Him is come.” {Rev, 14:6, Gr.) To this concept
is added, the “image to the beast” {Rev. 13:14)
and “the seven last plagues” (Rev. 15:1). The
message which brings this prophetic imagery
together - the Three Angels’ Messages of
Revelation 14 - was committed in sacred trust
to a group of people to whom also was restored
the Gift of Prophecy.

In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been
set in the world as watchmen and light-bearers. To
them has been entrusted the last warning for a
perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light
from the Word of God. They have been given a work
of the most solemn import, the proclamation of the
first, second, and third angels’ messages. There is no
other work of so great importance. They are to allow
nothing else to absorb their attention.

The most solemn work ever entrusted to mortals has
been given us to proclaim to the world., The
proclamation of these truths is to be our work, The
world is to be warned, and God’s people are to be true
to the trust committed to them. (9T, p. 19).

The words, “alpha,” “omega,” “the balances of
the sanctuary,” and “another coming out,” are
all unique to the Gift and are directed to those to
whom the “most sacred work ever entrusted to
mortals” was given. Because of this fact,
special attention needs to be given to these
words, their context in the Writings, and what

they are saying to us individually, and to the
Church corporately as the instrument to whom
God entrusted “a work of the most solemn
import.”

THE ALPHA

This word was first used at the turn of the last
century in connection with a book -~ The Living
Temple. In 1904, a Special Testimony {Series B,
#2) was released which contained “lLetters to
Physicians and Ministers.” In a letter dated
August 7, written to one of the physicians, Ellen
White wrote:

Separate from the influence exerted by the book
“Living Temple,” (sic.) for it contains specious
seniiments. There are in it sentiments that are entirely
true, but these are mingled with error. Scriptures are
taken out of fheir connection, and are used to uphold
erroneous theories (p. 49)...

We must firmly refuse to be drawn away from the
platform of eternal truth, which since 1844 has stood
the test. ... In the book “Living Temple” {sic.) there is
presented the alpha of deadly heresies. (p. 50).

The emphasis in these letters was to stand
firmly “on the platform of eternal truth that has
withstood test and trial” {p. 51}, The warning
was given that “the track of truth lies close
heside the track of error, and both tracks may
seem to be one to minds which are not worked
by the Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not
quick to discern the difference between truth
and error” {p. 52]. After listing the objectives of
the movement envisioned by those promoting
the alpha of apostasy, Ellen White asked the
question, "Who has authority to begin such a
movement?” Then she advised: “We have our
Bibles. We have our experience, attested io by
the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit. We
have a truth that admits of no compromise.
Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in
harmony with this truth?” (p. 55).

The “alpha” did not succeed, but the danger did
not end. Coupled with the warning concerning
the “alpha” was the prophecy of an “omega” of
apostasy to come. Ellen White in the same
letters warned: *| knew that the omega would
follow in a little while; and | trembled for our



people” {p. 53). Why the trembling? “The
omega will follow, and will be received ...” (p.
50; emphasis supplied}.

THE OMEGA

In this series of letters (Series B, #2}, Ellen White
listed what would have taken place had the
alpha succeeded. These objectives need to be
carefully considered for the enemy’s objective
does not change toward truth, whether in the
time of the alpha or in the time of the omega,
The conflict only intensifies as the end
approaches {(Rev. 12:12). 1In 1905, she would
warn that “the great apostasy” which was
“developing and increasing and waxing
stronger,” would “continue to do so” until the
second coming of Christ. And because this
would be, "we are to hold fast the first principles
of our denominated faith and go forward from
strength to increased faith” (Series B, #7, pp.
56-57).

In the time of the “alpha” the enemy of truth
sought to promote “the supposition that a great
reformation was to take place among Seventh-
day Adventists, and that this reformation would
consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as
the pillars of our faith.” Then the question is
asked: “Were this reformation to take place,
what would result?” To this, the answer is
given:

The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has
given to the remnant church would be discarded. Our
religion would be changed. The fundamental
principles that have sustained the work for the last
fifty years would be accounted as error. A new
organization would be established. Books of a new
order would be written (Series B, #2, p. 54).

The “alpha” did not succeed. Only one bhook
was written - The Living Templs - but it
contained “deadly heresies” mingled with much
physiological truth. As | write, | have before me
a copy of the book. The preface declares that
the intent of the author, J. H. Kellogg, M.D.,
was not to write a “theological treatise, but
simply to study man from a physiological
standpoint; hence., in the use of the word
“temple,” as it appears upon the title-page and in
numerous places in the work, the physiological,

or literal, sense is to be understood.” For most
of the 568 pages this holds true. The first 60
pages, however, develop psychological and
theolegical concepts which turn the bodily
functions into evidence of the presence of a
Divine Being. Kellogg would write:

There is a clear, complete, satisfactory explanation of
the most subtle, the most marvelous phenomena of
nature, - namely, an infinite Intelligence working out
its purposes. God is the explanation of nature, not a
God outside of nature, but in nature, manifesting
himself through and in all the objects, movements, and
varied phenomena of the universe {p. 28).

Interesting also is the fact that Kellogg closes his
preface with a notation of acknowledgement of
his indebtedness to both A. T. Jones and Dr. E.
J. Waggoner, who in 1903, when the book was
published, were still held in high esteem by the
laity of the Church.

While the “alpha” did not succeed, the “omega”
would be received. This means simply that
among other things, “books (plural) of a new
order” would be written which would seek to set
aside “the doctrines which stand as the pillars of
our faith” discarding “the principles of truth that
God in His wisdom has given to the remnant
church.” In summary language, “Our religion
would be changed” (Series B #2, p. 54).

Books of a “new order” have been written.
“Principles of truths that God in His wisdom”
gave “to the remnant church” have been
"discarded” {ibid.). The publication of Ques-
tions on Doctrine in 1957 did just this. Now
some forty-five years later it has been reprinted
as the second book in a series by the Andrews
University Press to be known as the “Adventist
Classic Library.” Devoid of shame, its 1957
publication is proclaimed to “easily” qualify as
“the most divisive book in Seventh-day
Adventist history” {(Annotated Edition, p. xiii).

This is not the only book. There were to be
“books.” Others would follow,

LeRoy Froom, whose “facile pen” was actively
involved in composing the written distillation of
the Adventist-Evangelical conferences, in 1955-
56 (The Adventist Heritage, Vol.4, #2, 1977, p.



38} would himself write a book, - Movement of
Destiny - which reiterated the same positions as
taken in 1957. Froom claimed to write this book
under a mandate from Arthur G. Daniells (p. 17),
long time president of the General Conference.
The book published in 1971 carried the
“imprimatur” and “nihil obstat” of Robert H.
Pierson, then president of the General
Conference and Neal C. Wilson, vice-president of
the North American Division.

Other books which might be listed are The
Sanctuary Doctrine by Roy Adams in 1981 as
the first volume in the Doctoral Dissertation
series published by Andrews University
Seminary, and Christ Our Substitute in 1982 by
Dr. Norman R. Gulley, my immediate prede-
cessor as head of the Bible Department at old
Madison College.

The evidence leaves us with the cold reality that
our religion has been changed. The Bible studies
which the retired “credentialed” Bible worker
gave my mother and me in 1932 did not reflect
“contemporary Adventism.” Then, either the
Adventism that we were taught was wrong, or
the present course of contemporary Adventism
is askew with truth. The same comparison
applies to my ministry which began ten years
later.  Either the “truths” which | proclaimed
during the years of my evangelistic ministry were
wrong, or the current positions being promoted
in “the books of a new order” are open to
serious question,

There is a more pervasive question that needs to
be answered. Can one continue to bathe his
mind in error, and truly grow up in Christ who is
the Truth? What merit is there in the adoption
of a new statement of belief calling for growth in
Christ if the “contemporary Adventism” growing
out of the “omega of apostasy” is reflected in
any of the other 27 statements?

As we study carefully the other unique phrases
found in the Writings our course of action can
become crystal clear, or the counsel given can
have a negative effect, depending upon the
stubborness of our hearts.

“IN THE BALANCES OF
THE SANCGCTUARY”

The 1903 General Conference Session was held
in San Francisco. During the session, in San
Francisco two reports from the Committee on
Plans and Constitution (a majority, and a
minority report) were presented to the session.
The Minority report signed by E. J. Waggoner,
David Paulson and Percy T. Magan read:

The minority of your Committee on Plans and
Constitution beg leave to submit to you that the
Constitution proposed by the majority of the
Committee appears to us to be so subversive of the
principles of organization given to us at the General
Conferences of 1897 and 1901 that we cannot possibly
subscribe to it.

The proposed new Constitution reverses the
reformatory steps that were taken and the principles
which were given and adopted as the principles of
organization in the General Conferences of 1897 and
191 and embodied in the present Constitution; and
this before that Constitution or the organization
according to it, has ever had an adequate trial.

We therefore recommend that the Constitution of 1901
be given a fair trial before it is annihilated (1903 GC
Bulletin, pp 146-147).

One of the signers of this Minority Report, Dr.
Percy T. Magan, told the delegates —

It may be stated there is nothing in this new
Constitution which is not abundantly safeguarded by
the provisions of it; but I want to say to you that any
man who has ever read “Neander’s History of the
Christian Church” (sic.), Mosheim’s, or any of the
other great church historians, — any man who has ever
read those histories can come to no other conclusion
but that principles which are to be brought in through
this proposed constitution, and in the way in which
they are brought in, are the same principles, and
introduced in precisely the same way, as they were
hundreds of years ago when the Papacy was made
{(ibid., p. 150).

On April 13, a motion of adjournment brought
the 1903 session in San Francisco to a close to
be reconvened in the Battle Creek Tabernacle on
April 22. Between these two dates, on the day
just before the convening in Battle Creek, Ellen



