“Watchman, . | e
Shat ﬂf e W /The Ancient of Days Did Sit

Fhe hour has come, the hour is striking, and striking at you, 5; Page 2
se hour and the end!™ Ere 76 (Moffess) / .
Three “Great Words

u
«...‘\'

Page &

In the Whiings

Page 7

3&(&‘:%

When we began this series of studies on the Sanctuary, we
noted what Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse. one of the Evangeli-
cal conferees of the infamous SDA-Evangelical Conferences
of 1955-1956. said in regard to the “investigative judg-
ment.” [4(03}]. He also wrote that he and his fellow con-
ferees did “not believe that there is even a suspicion of a
verse in Scripture to sustain such a peculiar position.”
In this issue of WWH, we study closely Daniel 7 in which is
found the declaration, “the judgment was set and the books
were opened” (ver. 10). It becomes evident when such a
study is made that there is no suggestion of an
“investigative judgment™ in the chapter. Rather. it is
noting the first session of a two part judgment which is
concluded when the books are again opened, “and the dead
(are) judged out of those things which (are) written in the
books™ (Rev. 20:12; see footnote, p. 4. col. 1).

~Since the objective of God is to bring an énd To sTn so
that it will never arise a second time. we develop the
premise that for sin to be eradicated. the judgment must
begin where sin began and the {ssue that sparked sin must
first be adjudicated.

There is also the matter of the “books.” In the final ses-
sion of the Heavenly Assize, the books are revealed as con-
taining the record of the "works" dome in this life, while
a single book, "the book of Tife,” contains but “names.”
This “book™ is pictured as belonging to the “Lamb” (Rev.
13:8). The whole picture of the judgment must be consid-
ered in the light of Jesus’ own declaration that “the Fa-
ther...hath committed all judgment unto the Son” (John
5:22), with the “authority to execute judgment also, be-
cause He is the Son of man™(5:27). All - incarnation,
atonement, judgment - are one theme. The “everlasting gos-
pel” includes them all as fundamental truths.



"THE ANCIENT OF
DAYS DID SIT”

Sin began In Heaven: it did not begin in the
Gorden of Eden. The Garden of Eden was the
place on earth where sin infruded. 1t began ot
the throne of God. |t did not begin with Adam
and Eve; it began with a “covering cherub”™ at
that Throne (Eze. 28:14). The sin problem must
first be adjudicaled where it began. Then from
that point, & can conlinve to be eradicated
untll Chuist can come “the second time without
sin unto salvation™ {Heb. 9:28). Did His coming
the first fime “to make an end of sins” {Dan.
9:24) provide a sufficient redemption for the
accomplishmenit of that objective? From
God’s viewpoint, Yes: but would the free moral
agents in whose midst sin originated concwr?

Fiest, whal was the issue which Iignited the
rebelion against God? Our Bible opens with a
revelation of God's intent and purpose in the
credtion of man - “let us make man In our
image, after our likeness, and let him have
dominion” (Gen. 1:24). But there was at the
Tiwone another — Luclfer - who desired the
status that was to be accorded man. He said
in his heart - i will be like the most High” {Isa.
14:14). This discontent with his place as a
“covering cherub™ infected the angelic host,
and war ensued in heaven. Lucifer was cast
out (Isa. 14:12; Luke 10:18).

in pursuit of his confinued rebellion against
God’s design, Lucifer attacked man himself.
The divine lkeness was comrupfed in man. His
success in overcoming Adam ailso gave him
the opportunlly to vent his jealousy against Him
who made man, and who wouid come lo

redeem man, so that the original plan might be
carried out.

Since Daniel 7:9-10 infroduces the sitling of the
Ancient of days in judgment which ultimately
ends when “all dominions shall serve and obey
Him™ (verse. 27), we need to give careful
altention to this initial session of the judgment
convened to seilie the sin problem. It was the

siiting of the Ancient of days that setl the
judgment and caused the books to be
opened. To this session were called the
angellc hosts. For what purpose? This is the
question that must first be answered. Too often,
we have pictored the assembled hosis of
heaven as merely “raffic cops” verifying the
cliations they gave to the speedsters of earth
on the highway of Hfe. There are other
quesfions of far more import involving man,
such as, the original plan and the purpose God
had in his creation. Can God re-make man as
He originally designed him to be, “in His
ikeness,” and give to him the “dominion” He
intended to bestow? Then, what about the
“books"?

Let us, firsl, observe what the Bible states in
regard to God's original placement of man
whom He created in His own “likeness.” David
sang:

What is man, that thou art mindiul of him? And the son of
man, that thou hast visited him? For thou madest him 3
litite lower than the aapels, and hast crowaed him with
glory and honour. Thou madest kim to have dominion
over the works of thy hands; thou hast put ali things under

kis feet. (Ps. 8:4-6)

The “sanctuary”™ book of the New Teslament, in
its preface to the consideration of Jesus Christ
as High Priest of our profession, gives a unique

" interpretation fo these verses from Psaims 8. [t

reads - “Thou madest him a litle while inferlor
to the angels” (Heb. 2:7 margin). The Greek -
Bpayv n - when used of time signifies, “a short
time, or for a Hile while” (Thayer; see also,
Armndt & Gingrich.) Then, in commeni on
“dominion,” Paul wrote — “For thot He put all in
subjection under him, He left nothing that is not
put under him. But now we see not yet all
things put under him. Byt we see Jesus who
was made a liltle while inferlor (Bpayv 1) to the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour (vs. 8-9; emphasis supplied).

As Jesus was for only a litle while inferior to
angels, so llkkewise “the many sons™ whom He,
the captain of their salvation, will bring to glory
shall be for only a {iile while lower than the
angels. In Christ, the “divine Hkeness” was



once more revealed in humanity, and through
Him as High Priest, the “divine likeness™ is o be
restored fo man. The “first dominion,” lost by
the first Adam, is regained by the second
Adam as He stands ol the head of the human
race. (Micah 4:8),

Not only does Paui present this understanding
of the redemptive process in Hebrews, where
he sels forth the sanctuary dochine of the new
covenanl, but in his general Episite to the
Ephesions. He wrote;

That the God of our Lord Jesas Christ, the Father of

glory, mwy give wato ¥oi the “spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may kmow what
is the hope of His calling, and what (are) the riches of the
glory of His mberitance in the saints, and what is the
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and sct Him at His owa right hand in heavealy places, . . .
and hath pat afl things under His feet, ...

But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love
whmwithﬂelovedus,evmwhﬂwewmdudhsins,
hath quickened ws together with Christ, (by whose grace
ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together im heavenly places iw Christ Jesus: that in the
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His
grace im His kindness toward us shrowgh Christ Jesus.
(1:17-28, 22; 2:4-7; emphasis supplied).

What was done “in Chist Jesus” will be
revealed “through Chuist Jesus” in the “many

sons” whom He will be bringing to giory. -As -

High Priest, He prayed - “Father, 1 will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where | am™ (John 17:24). Can the Father
answer that prayer in the planned “exaltation
of the redeemed” and “one pulse of harmony”
siill beat “through the vast creation™? It didn't
the fist time when He altempted to cany out
His plan. Rebelion ensued among the host of
heaven led by the highest ranking angel of
thal innumerable creation - the covering
cherub, Luclfer. Thus when the Judgment Is set,
the angelic host are the first fo be assembled.
The original objective of God in the creation of
man is at issue. “The hour of the judgment of
Himis come.”

in the typlcal sancluary service, there had
been given a unique representation of this,
The high priest provided his own bullock for
himseif and his “house.” Though an “offering
for sin," no hands of confesslon were placed
on this bullock. Its blood was the first to be
sprinkled in the most holy place on the mercy
seat (lev. 14:14). It did not enter into the
services of that day again until f was mingled
with the blood of the Loid's goat with the
objective of removing “the uncleanness of the
chiidren of Israel” (v. 19). This was peiformed
at the Altar in the Court. Further, the antitypical
significance-of this-first minishration in the most
holy place on the typical Day of Atonement is
alluded to by Pavl in Hebrews as he wrole his
call to “consider the Apostie and High Priest of
owr profession, Chiist Jesus” (Heb. 3:1-8).
Aaron stood for Moses (Ex. 4:14; 7:1), who was
as Christ, faithful in “cll his house.”

The fiust witness in the judgment before the
Throne is the “Lamb as | had been siain” (Rev.
5:4); and the first question before the Heavenly
hosts was: Has God paid enough fo camry out
His original plan regarding man?” There can
be but one answer, as they look upon the One
standing before them. They could but recall
those hours in Gethsemane, when the cup
frembled in the hands of that Divine Sufferer.
Their mind's eye could see again the agony He
endured of Calvary.

We need to see this Judgment scene given in
prophetic vision to Daniel in the context of the
whole vislon before considering the second
aspect of the prophefic scene - “the books
were opened.” It is a prophecy in continuily,
and must be carefully studied from that
viewpoint.

Four “great beasts™ arise before Daniel in
vision. “The first was like a lion.” (7:4). The
very word, “first” indicates a sequence. It is
followed by “ancther beast, a second, fike to a
bear.” (7:5). “Affer this . . . lo another, llke a
leopard.” (7:6). “After this . . . behold a fourth
beast.” Then there arose a “Hittle homn™ out of
the beast, which was never separated from the



beast {7:8). Next to appear before the eyes of
Danlel was the judgment scene. {7:9-10).

The coniinuity continues. “i beheld then” and
he continved to behold “iilt the beast was sialn,
and his body destoyed, and given to the
buming flame” (7:11; see also Rev. 19:20). This
is followed In the “night visions” by the coming
of the “Son of man . . . to the Anclent of days”
(7:13) not to enter into judgment but to recelve
“an everlasting dominion.” (7:14).

in the explanation which follows, Daniel was
toid that “fredittie horn™ would have dominion
for a period of ime - “unfil a fime and times,
and the dividing of fime” (7:25); “but the
judgment shall sit."(7:28). In other words, the
sitting of the judgment comes between the
time allotted to the “liitle horn™ and the “great
words” which that “hom™ spoke (7:11). } must
be noted that the “words” which the “litlle
hom” spoke “against the most High” during the
fime of dominion (the 12460 prophetic days) are
not the “great words” which the hom utters
ofter the “judgment was sel”™ (The word,
“greal” is supplied In Dan, 7:25.)

Furthey, in the explanation given to Daniel, only
two decisions are noted as coming from the
judgment before the Anclent of days in this first
judicial session of the Heavenly Court: 1

1) | beheld, and the same horn made war with
the saints, and prevailed against them; uniif the
Anclent of days came, and judgment was
given to the sainis of the most High. (7:21-22).

2) The judgment shall sit, and they shall take
away his dominlon, o consume and desiroy #
unto the end. (7:24).

! “The books of record in heaven, in which the names
and the deeds of men are registered, are to determine
the decision of the judgment. Says the prophet Daniel,
‘the judgment was set, and the books were opened.’
The revelator, describing the same scene, adds,
‘Another book was opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.” The
Gneat Controversy, p. 480 :

The time when the Judgment is set, and the
books opened In the continuity of Daniel 7 Is
between the end of the aliofted time given fo
“the lithe horn,” 1798, and 1854 when the
“homn"” promulgated the first of its “great words”
in the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception.
Thus the time when “the cieansing of the
sanctuary” (8:14) was fo begin, 1844, coincides
with the sitting of the judgment. But it is to be
noted that nowhere in the visions given to
Danlel Is there a suggestion of an investigation
of the individual records contalned in those
books. That awaits the final session of the
Hecavenly Assize. (Rev. 20:12).

Another picture also emerges from the
prophecy. The little horn “made war with the
saints” even fo the point of wearing “out the
saints of the most High,” unill the Ancient of
days came. (7:21-22, 25). This prophetic
pictlure Is paralleled by the fifth seal in
Reveldalion, with the souls under the brazen
Altar {6:9-11); however, In taking away the
“dominion” of the “litie horn” by the judgment
(Dan. 7:24), the focus changes. It moves fo the
sanctuary (8:14), and fo the “great words”
spoken by the little hom. The taking away Is
done by the same ones over which during the
1260 day period the “horn™ prevailed, in other
words, “the sains.” (Note 7: 21 - “them;” and
7:26 - “they") We dare not forget that the last
great conflict is a battie “between the religion
of the Bible and the religion of fable and
fradition.” '

We tumn our alfention next fo the “books.”
There can be no question, but that these books
from the archives of Heaven contain a precise
record of the deeds of each human that has
ever lived. {Rev. 20:12). It is also an inescap-
able fact that they are sfill being written. In
each prophelic description in Danlel and in
Revelation, there Is assoclated along with the
“books,” the fact “that another book was
opened” (Rev. 20:12; Danlel 12:1). While
“works” are assoclated with the “books,” only
“names” are emphasized in reference o “the
book” (Rev. 13:8). With this prophetic different-
tiation, there must be recalled the confession



