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"The hour has come, the hour is striking, and striking at you,
the hour and the end!" Fze. 7:6  (Moffan)

AN Alonzo T. JoNnes
LETTER
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Sditor's Preface

With this issue of WWN, we conclude the series on the Eternal
Verities. The discussion of the Atonement centers on the
unique perception in Adventism of the significance of the
typical Day of Atonement as assigned by God in the Hebrew
sacrificial system. The reason why the pioneers of Adventism
believed that the atonement on the tenth day of the seventh
month was the only atonement, and that no atonement was in-
volved with Calvary is discussed. Inasmuch as the “new”
theology permeating the thinking in Adventism today rejects
the atonement involving the final ministry of Christ as High
Priest in the sanctuary above, and centers the atonement em-
phasis at the Cross, we do well to seek to understand just
what the Scriptures reveal about the final atonement. The
implications and demands implied in a final atonement have
been the basis of various aberrant movements in our history.
Either we jettison the sanctuary teaching with its implica-
tions, or we find an answer. In the process there will be
things te learn and things to unlearn.

We had intended to continue ocur discussion of the break-a-way
churches of a liberal hue from the main Seventh-day Adventist
body. as well as begin a discussion of further developments
in the dialogue involving Evangelicals and Roman Catholics.
J Hopefully with the next issue we can realize our intentions.
During this past week, as our Librarian was cataloging various
manuscripts and letters from an acquisition we had received
previously, she discovered a letter written by Alonzo T. Jones
which we have reproduced in its entirety in this issue. Inas-
much as the letter gives Jones’ perception of events both
prior to and following 1888, extending to the crisis involving
Kellogg, any abridgment of the letter was out of the question.
It was the whole letter or none at all. Jones was not hesitant
to name names, and this is what gives this letter its impor-
tance. The two personal testimonies which he describes as to
how both he and E.J.Waggoner thought and how they arrived at
their positions independently of the other, gives pause for
thought and evaluation of the message they brought as
“messengers of the Lord.”
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The Atonement - 2

The concept of a final atonement is based in the typology
of the sanctuary services associated with the tenth day of
the seventh month - Yom Kippur. In the Old Testament
this day is noted as the Day of Atonements, plural. Leviti-
cus 23:27 reads - “On the tenth day of this seventh month
there shall be a day of atonements.” Actually, only one
atonement was made on this day, an atonement for
cleansing {Lev. 16:30).

The Septuagint In translating Leviticus 23:27 uses the sin-
gular, ekiiacopog, for the Hebrew plural, which adds sup-
port to the position that the majestic plural was used to
designate the typical Day of Atonement. This being the
case, then the atonement of the tenth day of the seventh
month was considered of greater significance than the
atonement ministered by the common priests in the daily
sin offerings brought to the sanctuary.

This background also helps one to understand why our
pioneers in their writings placed the emphasis as they did
on the antitypical Day of Atonement, even denying that an
atonement was ever made on Calvary. (See O. R. L. Cro-
sier, The Sanctuary, Day Star Extra, 1846; Reproduced in
Facsimiles of the Two Earliest S.D.A. Periodicals) With the
change of emphasis today In mainline Adventism, placing
the atonement of the Cross as the one atonement, and the
down play of the final atonement, even to the point of de-
nial, there needs to be a rebalancing of the study of the
atonement which reflects the whole of Scripture. If it re-
quires a leamning process, or an unlearning process, so let
it be. (See Testimonles to Ministers, p. 30) A thoughtful

rereading of Leviticus 16 would so indicate such a proc-
ess,

Traditionally, we have perceived that the High Priest went
only once into the Most Holy Place on the Day of Atone-
ment. A careful study of Leviticus 16 Indicates that he en-
tered three times on that day. First the High Priest took in
a censer “full of burning coals from off the altar before the
Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense” {v. 12). Next, he
was instructed to take “the blood of the bullock, and
sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat” (v. 14).
Finally, he was to kill the goat of the sin offering, that is
for the people, and bring his blood within the vail” (v. 15).

Traditionally, we have pictured the ministry of Jesus in the
Most Holy Place as a High Priest standing before the Ark
of the Covenant, robed in the pontifical attire like that worn
by the typical high priest. The clothing worn by the high
priest on the Day of Atonement in the typical services are
described as “the holy linen coat” with “linen breeches
upon his flesh,” and “girded with a linen girdle,” and
wearing “the linen mitre.” These are declared to be the
“holy garments” {v. 4). Conforming to the traditional con-
cept, we have lost much in our perception of the vision of

Ezekiel 9. Three times in the vision given to Ezekiel, the
One with the “writer's inkhorn by his side” is described as
“clothed In linen” (vs. 2, 3, 11}. This links the sealing as
associated with the work of Heaven in connection with the
antitypical Day of Atonement.

Traditionally, we have literalized the offering of the bullock
as an atonement made by the high priest for his immediate
family, failing to consider that the high priest typified the
coming great High Priest In all aspects of the services on
the typical day. In fact, the introduction in the book of He-
brews to the sanctuary typology is based on this concept
of the house of Moses, of which Aaron was high priest,
and the house of Christ, of which He Himself is the High
Priest. {See Heb. 3:1-6) The contrast of the two houses is
prefaced with the admonition - “Consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus” (v. 1). As the
bullock was provided by the high priest, so Christ offered
Himself, as well as being the “Lord’s goat” taken from the
congregation (Deut, 18:15, 18), as the offering of God. On
the bullock no confession was made, and its blood was
taken first into the most holy place following the pouring
of the incense upon the coals of fire. While in the Old Tes-
tament, the ministry of the sanctuary was limited to the
tribe of Levi, and the priesthood to the house of Aaron, the
New Testament pictures the ones who believe in Jesus “as
lively stones” “belng built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood” even “a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people” (I Peter 2:5, 9). In its entirety, the new
Israel was to be a kingdom of priests. This is the “house”
of Christ, “whose house are we, if we hold fast the confi-
dence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end”
(Heb. 3:6).

Traditionally, we have limited the ministry of Jesus as High
Priest on the antitypical Day of Atonement and restricted it
to the Most Holy Place. The type does not warrant such a
conclusion. In the services as outlined in Leviticus 16,
there is a progression beginning in the Most Holy (called
“the holy”), and passing to the Holy Place (called “the tab-
ernacle”), and then to the Altar of the Court, noted as “the
altar before the Lord.” {There is also implied movement in
the vision of Ezekiel 9, from “the cherub, where upon He
was” to the “threshold of the house” to give commands to
those standing “beside the brazen altar,” among whom
was “the man clothed with linen”]

In the outline of the typlcal service of the Day of Atone-
ment, it is stated that the atonement was necessary for
two reasons: 1) “the uncleanness of the children of Israel”
and 2) “because of their transgressions in all their sins”
(Lev. 16:16). These reasons could be summarized as the
record of sin, and the cause for the record of the sins -
“their uncleanness.” The record is kept in “books” (Daniel
7:10); the confession of those sins were recorded typically
on the altars of the sanctuary (Leviticus 4). In the services
of the typical Day of Atonements, the uncleanness is not
noted as cleansed until the third phase, the cleansing at
the brazen altar (16:19). For that phase, the blood of the



