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"The hour has come, the hour is striking and striking at you, 
the hour and the end!" 	 Eze: 7:6 (Moffatt) 

BASIC 
ADVENTISM 

How ARE WE DEvElopiNg h? A *hut PLANE? 

What was to be the nature of Adventism which the 
Messenger of the Lord envisioned for the Church? This 
is not a trivia question, but a question fraught with 
eternal consequences. In 1890, Ellen White addressed 
this question. She wrote: 

We must not think, "Well, we have all the truth, we 
understand the main pillars of our faith, and we may 
rest on this knowledge." The truth is an advancing 
truth, and we must walk in the increasing light." (R&I-i, 
Viarch 25, 1890; emphasis supplied) 

This vision of "advancing truth" and "increasing light" 
was an issue at the time of the 1888 message, and it 
has become an issue again as a result of the present 
crisis in Adventism. The resolution of this crisis cannot 
be found in the hue and cry of staying with Historic 
Adventism. This is deceptive, just as deceptive as 
staying in the apostasy that has engulfed the Church. 
It leaves those who embrace this concept in the same 
Laodicean blindness that they decry in the leadership of 
the Church itself. It is simply blind leaders calling 
others blind. Neither can see, thus they lead the poor 
deceived "sheep" into the pit of destruction. 
Tragically, many of the "sheep" would have it so. This 
is exactly the condition that the messenger of the 
Lord warned about a few years later in 1894. She 
wrote then: 

it is a fact that we have the truth, and we must hold 
with tenacity to the positions that cannot be shaken; 
but we must not look with suspicion upon any new light 
which God may send, and say, "Really, we cannot see 
that we need any more light than the old truth 
[historic Adventism} which we have hitherto received, 
and in which we are settled. While we hold to this 
position, the testimony of the True Witness applies to 
our cases its rebuke, "And knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked. Those who feel rich and increased with goods 
and in need of nothing, are in a condition of blindness 
as to their true condition before God, and they know it 
not. (R&H,  August 7, 1894; emphasis supplied) 
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Those, therefore, who are followers and devotees 
of the "Private Ministries" named in ISSUES are 
merely exchanging one Laodicean condition for 
another. They have not opened the door to let 
Jesus, the Truth, "pure and unadulterated" to 
come in and break the bread of life with them. 
They are in as much confusion as they were 
before. But does "advancing truth" and 
"increasing light" mean that we have to be 
inundated with all kinds of speculative theories 
about Bible prophecy, and fanciful interpretations 
of the Word of God? No, absolutely not! The 
Messenger of the Lord has given a careful 
guideline to be followed in pursuing our duty in 
searching for "advancing truth." She counseled: 

The Lord has made His people the repository of 
sacred truth. Upon every individual who has had 
the light of present truth devolves the duty of 
developing that truth on a higher scale than it 
has hitherto been done. ( Ms. 27, 1897; emphasis 
supplied) 

It is "that truth" - "present truth" - not some 
speculative theory that is to be presented, but a 
development of the "sacred truth" received, to "a 
higher scale than it has hitherto been done." 
This process can be rather painful, if not 
unnerving at times, as we seek to find truth, 
pure and unadulterated" even the righteousness of 
Christ. (TM, p. 65) We are plainly told - "We 
have many lessons to learn, and many, many to 
unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. 
Those who think that they will never have to 
give up a cherished view, never have an occasion 
to change an opinion, will be disappointed." 
(ibid., p. 30) 

"Peter exhorts his brethren to 'grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.' Whenever the people of God are 
growing in grace, they will be constantly 
obtaining a clearer understanding of His word. 
They will discern new light and beauty in Its 
sacred truths. This has been true in the history 
of the church in all ages, and thus it will 
continue to the end. But as real spiritual life 
declines, it has ever been the tendency to cease 
to advance in the knowledge of truth. Men rest 
satisfied with the light already received [historic 
Adventism] from God's word, and discourage any 
Further investigation of the Scriptures. They 
become conservative, and seek to avoid 
discussion." (5T:706-707) Everyone of the 
Private ministrTes named in ISSUES declined an 
invitation to come together to discuss key 
doctrines of truth. "When no new questions are 
started by investigation of the Scriptures, when 
no difference of opinion arises which will set 

men to searching the Bible for themselves, to 
make sure that they have the truth, there will be 
many now, as in ancient times, who will hold to 
tradition [historic Adventism], and worship they 
know not what." (ibid.) 

This is exactly what is happening today in the 
community of Adventism. "Many" are devotees of 
certain men, and instead of seeking the truth as 
it is in Jesus - the Word - they go and worship 
at the feet of these men. You talk with them, 
and tell them what the Word says, even giving 
them the texts in the Bible, suggesting that 
they study these carefully and then form their 
own convictions. The response is, I will call 

-and a certain man is named - and see what he 
says." They worship they know not what! 

Before one can develop "present truth" to "a 
higher scale than it has hitherto been done," he 
must know what Is "present truth." In other 
words, he must find the firm foundation of truth 
- basic Adventism - upon which to build. 
Interestingly, the same hue and cry we hear 
today - stay with "historic Adventism" - was the 
cry in 1888 of those who opposed the messages 
sent through Elders Jones and Waggoner to the 
church. It was merely phrased differently. In 
1888, it was, "Stand by the old landmarks? 
However, there was evidence that many "knew 
not what the old landmarks were." The same is 
true today. Those crying, "Stay with historic 
Adventism" do not know what basic Adventism is, 
so as to be able to tell if what has been built 
on "the foundation," now called, "historic 
Adventism" is really pure and unadulterated 
truth, or if there are things both to learn as 
well as "many, many" things to unlearn. 

What were the "old landmarks" - basic Adventism 
upon which to build? In the crisis year which 
followed 1888, the messenger of the Lord wrote: 

The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of 
great events, opening to our astonished eyes [1] 
the cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in 
heaven, and having a decided relation to God's 
people upon the earth, [2] the first and second 
angels' messages and the third, unfurling the 
banner on which was inscribed, "The 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus_" 
[3] One of the landmarks under this message was 
the temple of God, seen by His truth-loving 
people in heaven, and the ark containing the law 
of God. [4] The light of the Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment flashed its strong rays in 
the pathway of the transgressors of God's law. 
[5] The nonimmortality of the wicked is an old 
landmark. I can call to mind nothing more that 


