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With this issue we begin a two part study of the Biblical texts 
relating to the Incarnation. Since Special Issue #1 of this 
year covered the historical data of the doctrine as it relates 
to the Seventh-day Adventist Church, we will not summarize the 
similar data that was presented at the 1997 Seminar. 

The second article - "Some Assessments" - takes a good hard 
look and an in-depth evaluation of the current activities and 
teachings of the Seventh Day Adventist Reform Movement. With 
the decision of Venneta Marcussen, wife of Jan Marcussen, to 
unite with this Movement, and the revelation that Marcussen 
has been using the Reform Movement's Senior Sabbath School 
Lesson Quarterlies, with only cosmetic alterations, and with-
out their permission, has propelled this movement's profile 
to the front page in the community of Adventism. It is evident 
also that the leaders of the Reform Church are making capital 
of Venneta Marcussen's defection to the Movement. We noted 
previously in an editorial (XXX-12(97). pp. 6.7) of the "new 
look" they are giving to their services and life style. In 
this article, we have given a more detailed discussion of 
their teachings, especially in regard to their perceptions of 
salvation. In a packet of material sent out from their head-
quarters to anyone making contact with Venneta Marcussen, is 
to be found a booklet summarizing their objectives, teaching. 
and history, written by their apologist, Peter Lausevic. 
Seeking to associate themselves with the 1888 Message of Righ-
teousness by Faith. they attempt to cover the teachings of 
their Gotha Statement which reflect Roman Catholic overtones. 

Both in the article assessing the Reform Movement, and in the 
editorial, we have given documentation of the distinct differ-
ence between the Biblical teachings of Paul, as revived in the 
Reformation, and the Roman teaching of a dual grace. and 
"means of grace" by which one obtains salvation. We are 
acutely aware of the desire of those Seventh-day Adventists, 
who find the trends in the Church so abhorrent, for fellowship 
with humble and sincere people, but we also realize that real 
fellowship can be based only in truth pure and unadulterated. 
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The Incarnation - I 
The first promise after man sinned involved the incarna-
tion. This Protevangellum reads: 

And I ffhe Lord God] will put enmity between thee [the 
serpent] and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heal. (Gen. 3:15, Heb) 

All the Biblical revelation that follows merely enlarges and 
confirms the basic elements of this first promise. Observe 
that it states - "the seed of the woman" - not "the seed of 
the man." Further, the head of the serpent would be 
bruised, while it would also cost the Seed. His heel would -
be bruised. The first element - "the seed of the woman" -
has two factors: 1) it was the seed after the Fall. The only 
nature the woman could give would be the fallen nature 
resultant from sin. It could not be otherwise, as there was 
no need of a Saviour until after the fall. The unfallen na-
ture needed no Redeemer. And 2) No human father 
would be involved. It was not the seed of Adam. This In-
troduces the basic mystery - how can a woman not Im-
pregnated by a man have a child? This is the very ques-
tion that Mary asked of Gabriel - "How shall this thing be, 
seeing I know not a man?" (Luke 1:34) 

Both the serpent and the Seed would be "bruised." Does 
it matter where a venomous serpent bites you? "The sting 
of death is sin" (I Cor. 15:56). This promise indicates the 
extent of the condescension. He would be made "sin for 
us who knew no sin" ( II Cor. 5:21). To destroy the power 
of sin at its head - would cost God; His heel would be 
bruised. 

Before leaving this original promise, we need to note how 
it was perceived by the one whose mind had been Influ-
enced to sin. Upon the birth of Cain, Eve declared - 1 
have gotten a man, the Lord" (Gen. 4:1, Heb). Some 
translations read - 1 have gotten a man with the help of 
the Lord," thus translating the sign of the direct object 
(eth) which precedes "Lord" as "with His help." The text 
plainly states - "Adam knew Eve his wife; and she con-
ceived." There is no question as to who the father of Cain 
was. This is simply the evidence of the difficulty of the 
human mind, perverted by sin, to understand divine 
revelation. It also indicates the human attitude toward 
God's promises; man can accomplish them. The element 
of faith Is lacking; is there anything too hard for the Lord? 
Further it says in essence that man can create God. This 
blasphemy is still with us, and is basic in the Eucharistic 
contentions. Thus from the very beginning we find the 
seeds of a misconception of the incarnation, o salvation 
by works mentality, and base presumption. Well might 
we tremble as we seek to understand truth with six thou-
sand years of warped thinking behind us. We need to 

tremble at His Word. 

There is in the book of Genesis another revelation of the 
coming incarnation. Through the dream given to Jacob, 
the first night of his being away from home in his sixty 
years of life, God reveals to him where his consolation 
can be. Pause in your reading and take time to review 
the experience as recorded in Genesis 28:10-13. The first 
thing Jacob saw was "a ladder set up on the earth." Its 
base was on the earth, not dangling a rung or two above 
the earth. The redemption of man was not to be a 
"chopper" rescue mission, something let down from 
heaven; but it was to be a mission beginning where sin 
began, and which would bridge the gulf - the top of it 
"reached to heaven." Communication was restored; he 
saw "angels of God ascending and descending on it" 

That ladder was declared by Jesus to be Himself (John 
1:51). Nathaniel saw in Him "the Son of God, ... the King of 
Israel" (v. 49). Jesus identified Himself as "the Son of 
man" who would create the ladder. Clearly He was God 
manifest in the flesh of man - the Word made flesh. Fur-
ther, Jesus did not set up "three ladders" to heaven - just 
ONE! There are not three ways to understand the Incar-
nation; just one. 

Various revelations of the Incarnation come from the re-
cord of the Exodus movement. First the "burning bush" 
which inaugurated it (Exodus 3:2-3. 8). Moses was doing 
his menial task of tending for his father-In-law's flock 
which he had taken to the vicinity of Horeb, described as 
"the mountain of God." Here he saw a bush glowing with 
fire but not consumed. Turning aside to see this unusual 
sight, God spoke to him, telling him that having seen the 
bondage of Israel, He was "come down to deliver them." 
Again the emphasis Is that human redemption would not 
be accomplished from a remote distance, but God would 
dwell even in a form represented by a desert shrub. 
However, His glory as a burning fire would not consume 
the form of man but would draw man unto it, even as 
Moses was attracted to the manifestation of God. It 
would be God manifest in the flesh, which had become 
as a thorny desert shrub. He revealed his name to Moses 
as I AM THAT I AM (3:14). Gesenius, the Hebrew lexicog-
rapher, translates the Hebrew as reading, "I shall be what 
I am," in other words, the Unchangeable, the Eternal One. 

The sanctuary, built by Israel in the desert of Sinai, very 
near to the place where God had revealed Himself to 
Moses, was but an enlargement of the revelation of the 
burning bush. It was to be a place in which God would 
dwell among them (Ex. 25:8). Its outward appearance 
contrasted with Its interior glory. Covered with "rams' 
skins dyed red, and a covering above of badger's skins" 
(26:14), its interior appointments - furniture, and walls -
were overlaid with gold (25:10-11; 23-24, 31; 26:29). John 
catches the significance of the sanctuary and declares 
that "the Word came to be (cyeveto) flesh and taberna-
cled (ecncivmcrev) among us, and we beheld His glory, the 


