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“Watchman,
What of e 7ight ?

"The hour has come, the hour is siriking, and striking at you,
the hour and the end!" Eze. 76 (Moffatt)
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Cditor’s Preface

The August issue last year, authored and put together by our librarian,
contained an article on “Corporate Calvinism.” In response to this
article, we received the essay we have published in this issue on the same
subject but from the perspective of a reader. While the thought may be
re-emphasized and in some aspects repeated, it needs to be. We may
shun as a personal doctrine the assumption, that once saved means al-
ways saved, and then turn about face, and embrace the same equally
false assumption that once a group of organized people receive a com-
mission from the Lord, that commission cannot be withdrawn. This
flies in the face of salvation history as well as the history of the Christian
Church since the time of Christ. My Spirit will not always strive with
men is a divine dictum that has never been repealed and thus cannot be
ignored. To seek to mitigate the force of this dictum in the light of
fulfilied and fulfilling prophecy is to lead those, who hear what other-
wise is truth, into a false sense of security.

The article on “The Holy Spirit” completes the first segment of the
Eternal Verities we are summarizing from our 1997 Seminar Studies.

" The Holy Spirit will be fully understood only when Heaven becomes a
reality. There is a reason for this “veil” which covers His reality. Even
as Christ came to glorify the Father, so the Holy Spirit is come to glorify

- Jesus. (John 16:14) Even as Christ’s self abasement hid His reality, so
the Spirit’s selflessness disguises His reality, except to those who desire
to kmow truth. (John 14:17) We suggest a serious and meditative study
of this article.

As a result of some previous correspondence, we received the letter
which stimulated the third article on Miguel Serveto. We only briefly
outlined biographical data. After writing the article, we found a more
complete resume in the Encyclopedia Britannica. We hope the one with
whom we have corresponded will sense that we had our tongue in our
cheek when we asked the final questions.

In any study of the Incarnation, the question of sin comes up. What is
sin, is basic to the issue as to what nature Christ assumed in taking
humanity upon Himself. We need to differentiate between sin and the
results of sin. Christ accepted the latter, and overcame the former in
that He did no sin. Read “Let’s Talk It Over.”



Eternal Verities - 2

The Moly Spirit

in the previous study, we noted that the Holy Spirit was
involved in the birth of Jesus. This means in the simplest
of terms that the Holy Spirit antedated the Incarnation. In
the Scriptures He is described as “the Eternal Sphit.”
(Heb. 9:14) The designation, “Holy” Spirit sets Him apart
from the angelic hosts who are “ministering” spirits. (Heb.
1:14) While the gospel of Luke revealed the relationship
between the Holy Spirit and Jesus at the Incamation, the
Gospel of John revealed first, the Heavenly Duo - the Lo-
gos (Word) and God (John 1:1-2) - and then recorded the
uitimate relationship between the Logos made flesh, and
the Holy Spirit. Of this latter relationship, Jesus Himself
was the revealer. Let us observe closely what Jesus said:

! wifl pray the Father, and He shalf give you another Com-
forter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit
of truth. (John 14:16-17) .

Two Greek words need to be noted - aapaxintoc
(Comforter), and aliog (another). in his first Epistle, John
declares Jesus to be a Parakletos {2:1; KJV - “advocate”).
This close relationship was further emphasized by Jesus
in His continuing revelation in the upper room. He said,
will not leave you comfortless, | will come to you.” {(John
14:18)

While this close identity ls emphasized, the distinction be-
tween the Two is also clearly defined by the word, aiioc,
{(another). There are two words in the Greek for “another.”
Besides, allos, there is heteros. The contrast between

these two words is seen by Paul’'s use in Galatians 1:6-7.
He wrote:

1 marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another (heteros) gospel,
which is not another (alios).

Both words indicate two distinct things or beings, but the
use of heteros defines the two as different in kind, even to
the extent of one being inferior to the other. John in his
Gospel and Epistle indicates that the Comforter to come
from the Father, and the Advocate that was “with the Fa-
ther,” were both of the same kind - allos - God. Even as
“God is spirit” (John 4:24), likewise the Comforter Is a

HOLY Spirit, in contrast to the “unclean” spirit beings who
are antagonistic to God.

Jesus in his continuing conversation with the disciples on
the way to Gethsemane, speaks of the Comforter as “He,
the Spirit of truth,” twice emphasizing the “He” (exeivoc)
rather than “it” (exewvo), which would be demanded by the
neuter word “Spirit” in the Greek (John 18:13, 14). In the
very designation itself, “the Spirit of truth,” the closeness

of His relationship to Jesus Christ dare not be overlooked.
Jesus declared Himself to be “the way, the fruth, and the
life.” {John 14:6) This close identification covered by oi-
hog nopakintog is described in theological works as an
alter ego relationship. (See The Expositor's Greek Testa-
ment, Vol. V, p. 195 in comments on | John 5:6) From His
incarnation (Luke 1:35) through to the cross {Heb. 9:14}
the mysterious relationship prevailed. The “how” is en-
shrouded in mystery, the fact remains for our contempla-
tion. This closeness is further emphasized in the Revela-
tion of Jesus Christ which we will note later.

In the book of Acts, two insights of the Holy Spirit are
given. One involves Ananias and his wife, Sapphira. Both
had publicly committed themselves to the support of the
early Church. In fulfilling this pledge, the price received
for the dedicated land was more than anticipated, so they
decided to rstain a part of the funds received. in present-
ing these funds to Peter, Ananias left the impression that
the total price received was being brought. Peter re-
sponded:

Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Spirit,
and to keep back part of the price of the land? . . . Thou
hast not lied unto men, but unto God. {Acts 5:3, 4)

Here is clearly set forth two orders of Being - created
{men)} and uncreated {God). The Holy Spirit is not of the
order of men, thus leaving only one conclusion; the Holy
Spirit is as much God as the Logos, or God Himself. Fur-

ther, lying is not done to an influence or a power but to a
Person.

The second insight is revealed in the call of Paul and
Barnabas to a special work. The record reads:

Now there was in the church that was at Antloch certain
prophets and teachers: ... As they ministered to the Lord,

" and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and

Saul for the work whereunto | have called them. (Acts

- 13:1-2)

Observe the language: The Holy Spirit stated that He
called them - “the work whereunto | have called them.”
Further, it states that these two men were “sent forth by
the Holy Spirit.” (ver. 4) The Holy Spirit was in command
of the activities and program of the Church. (It is interest-
ing to observe that the Holy Spirit did not relay His direc-
tive through the leadership of the Christian Church at Je-
rusalem. It was given to men possessed by the gifts of the
Spirit - Pneumatikoi) The question arises - Did Christ
leave His Church under a “power” or “influence”? No, by
“another Paracletos” the authority was exercised. He did
not leave them comfortless nor guideless. He came to
them in the Person of the Holy Spirit - His alter ego.

One more reference must be considered before going to
the final book of the New Testament. Paul in his second
letter to the Corinthian Church, writes to the believers de-



