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EdiTOR I S PREFACE 

We had announced in the Special Issue of WWN 95(2), 
p. 7, that there would be no January 1996 issue of the 
Thought Paper; and that in its place we would 
substitute the booklet, The SIGN of the End of Time. 
However, information and documentation coming to this 
desk makes imperative that we publish a January issue 
of WWN. This does not mean that we will cancel the 
mailing of the booklet; we are sending it out as 
scheduled. 

What makes the report of the Convocation on the 
campus of Union College so painful is the fact that 
Union College is my alma mater. During three of the 
four years that I pursued my under graduate studies, I 
was was Reader in the Department of Religion working 
for both Dr. I. F. Blue and Elder J. W. Rowland. 
These men not only had seen service in the Mission 
Field, but were solid conservative Bible teachers who 
believed and taught the prophecies of Daniel and 
Revelation according to the hermeneutics of historic 
Protestantism. They knew what the prophecies had to 
say about the Papacy, and what history records of the 
1260 years of its medieval supremacy. 

The fact that the convocation held on the campus of 
Onion College was "the first time anywhere this kind of 
a thing had been done" makes it even more painful. 
However, the change in thinking which would permit 
this kind of convocation to take place did not occur 
overnight, nor is such thinking restricted only to the 
leadership of the college. It is a church-wide trend 
indicating that the Church has joined the trek towards 
Rome. 

Those who claim Pacific Union College as their alma 
mater will be equally startled by a first on that 
campus. As far as anyone can remember a "non-
Adventist" conducted for the first time the Fall Week 
of Prayer for the student body. That "non-Adventist" 
was a Roman Catholic ex-priest, and a recovering 
alcoholic. We shall make further comment in another 
issue of WWN. 
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RC CARDINAL IN SDA 
PULPIT 
The Lincoln Journal Star  of Saturday, October 
21, 1995, carried the announcement of a three 
day Convocation to be held on the campus of 
Union College sponsored by Interchurch Ministries 
of Nebraska. This is the first in a three-year 
series of annual convocations planned by the 
Interchurch Ministries. The focus of this first 
conference was on Baptism to be followed by 
communion and ministry the next two years. The 
Executive Secretary of the Interchurch Ministries 
stated that "together with baptism, they 
represent the three ecumenical issues facing 
efforts at church cooperation and unity 
worldwide." 

Actually, these three topics were the basis of the 
Lima Text drawn up by the Faith and Order 
Commisssion in 1982, and published by the WCC 
as Faith and Order Paper #111. It needs to be 
kept in mind that this text was hailed as a 
break-through in ecumenical relations. In the 
preface to the document, one reads: 

"Those who know how widely the churches have 
differed in doctrine and practice on baptism, 
eucharist and ministry, will appreciate the 
importance of the large measure of agreement 
registered here. Virtually all the confessional 
traditions are included in the Commission's 
membership. That theologians of such widely 
different traditions should be able to speak so 
harmoniously about baptism, eucharist and 
ministry is unprecedented in the modern 
ecumenical movement. Particularly noteworthy is 
the fact that the Commission also includes among 
its full members theologians of the Roman 
Catholic and other churches which do not belong 
to the World Council of Churches itself." (p. ix) 

In the Appendix of this Text are listed three 
publications by the WCC to assist churches in the 
implimentation of this ecumenical unity. Two of 
them are written by a Catholic priest, Max 
Thurian. One carries a very interesting title -
Baptism and Eucharist: Ecumenical Convergence in 
Celebration  - inasmuch as this convocation was 
devoted to the subject of Baptism. 

The Executive Secretary perceived of this 
convocation as an opportunity for people "to 
come together and celebrate together, worship 
together, talk together, enjoy together." It was 
called a "Roots and Branches Convocation." The 
first worship service featured as its speaker, 

William Cardinal Keeler, archbishop of Baltimore, 
and president of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. His subject was "Baptism and 
the Community." The service was conducted in 
the College View Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

One is left to wonder if the Interchurch 
Ministries had "the root" speak first, and the 
"branches" were to fall into line. Does the 
responsible leadership of Union College perceive 
of itself as a "branch" of Romanism? This 
question is not asked merely in a rhetorical 
sense. It is asked seriously for two reasons: 1) 
They had to know, when they granted the use of 
the College facilities to the Ministries, the 
purpose of the Convocation and what its theme 
was to be; and 2) because C. Mervyn Maxwell of 
Andrews University in his commentary on Daniel 
wrote: 

"The Roman Catholic Church was virtually the 
Christian church in Western Europe for about a 
thousand years. Because of this early univer-
sality, both Protestants and Catholics may regard 
it as the embodiment of 'our' Christian heritage, 
for better or for worse." (God Cares - I,  p. 127; 
emphasis his) 

Let this concept - that the Roman Catholic 
Church is "the embodiment of our Christian 
heritage - be taught to several generations of 
graduate students who then take places of 
responsibility in the various areas of the 
Church's ministry, and what attitudes will be 
projected and what decisions will be made? Add 
to this the fact that the new president of the 
Mid-America Union Conference has a track record 
of seeking union and fellowship with Rome in 
Health Services, first as president in Hawaii, and 
then in Colorado. As chairman of the Union 
College Board, he would not oppose what the 
College administration did in working with the 
Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska. 

Some History 

This coziness with Rome did not develop in a 
day. One of the first evidences was the reaction 
of the Editor of the Signs,  Arthur S. Maxwell, 
upon his return from Vatican II. In a sermon 
given at the University Church in Loma Linda, 
Maxwell, father of C. Mervyn noted above, 
suggested - "lie must rethink our approach to 
our Roman Catholic friends." Having cited the 
Pope's opening speech of the Council as a 
picture of the church loving humanity, with 
"unfeigned love for everybody - the separated 
brethren and people who don't belong and all 
people of all faiths and religions," he asked, "How 
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can we reject an outstretched hand and be 
Christians? He suggested that the sermons 
preached in the past revealing the atrocities of 
Rome and its blasphemous doctrines must now be 
scrapped. (Present Truth, 1968, No. 2) This 
concept is reflected by son, Mervyn, in his 
comments on Daniel 7, where he claims that God 
purposefully presented a one-sided picture of 
Rome as a terrible beast" thus charging God with 
deliberate distortion in giving the Scripture of 
truth. (op. cit.; see also Daniel 10:21) 

In less than a decade, this suggested change by 
Arthur Maxwell was made a matter of Federal 
Court record in the case of EEOC v. PPPA. In 
a footnote to a Reply Brief, the Church stated: 

"Although it is true that there was a period in 
the life of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
when the denomination took a distinctly anti-
Roman Catholic viewpoint, and the term 
'hierarchy' was used in a perjorative sense to 
refer to the papal form of church governance, 
that attitude on the Church's part was nothing 
more than a manifestation of widespread anti-
popery among conservative protestant denomi-
nations in the early part of this century and the 
latter part of the last, and which has now been 
consigned to the historical trash heap so far as 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church is concerned." 
(Excerpts Legal Briefs, p. 41 1') 

Mother outgrowth of the contacts made by 
Adventist observers while in attendance at 
Vatican II, was a dialogue with representatives 
of the WCC. This led to the ultimate placement 
of a Seventh-day Adventist theologian on the 
Faith and Order Commission, and Dr. B. B. Beach 
becoming secretary of the Secretaries of the 
World Confessional Families. In this capacity, on 
a trip to Rome, he placed in the hands of Pope 
Paul VI, a gold medallion as a symbol of the 
Church. (R&H, August 11, 1977, p. 23) This 
symbolic act is not without significance. 

At the General Conference Session held in 1990 
at Indianapolis, Indiana, T. J. Murphy, pastor of 
the capital Saint Joan of Arc Roman Catholic 
Church, attended as an observer and official 
guest representing the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. He brought greetings 
from the Roman Church, and closed his remarks 
with a prayer from the Catholic liturgy. (1990 GC 
Bulletin, No. 7, p. 8) 

Baptism 

The first of the three planned annual 
convocations of the Interchurch Ministries of 

Nebraska dealt with the subject of Baptism. In 
Catholicism it is "the most necessary Sacrament 
because without Baptism no one can be saved, 
land] because without Baptism no other 
Sacrament can be received." (Cathechism for the 
Parochial Schools of the United States, p. 67) 
This Cathechism teaches that "Baptism is 
administered by pouring water on the head of the 
person to be baptized," indicating that the 
amount of water should be "enough to touch and 
flow from the skin." 

The new Catechism of the Catholic Church which 
John Paul II asserts to be "a sure norm for 
teaching the faith," declares that "Holy Baptism 
is the basis of the whole Christian life." It 
even defines the term baptism to mean "to 
'plunge' or 'immerse;' the 'plunge' into the 
water symbolizes the catechumen's burial into 
Christ's death, from which he rises up by 
resurrection with him, as 'a new creature.'" (p. 
342) In the summary of the section, it is stated 
- "The essential rite of Baptism consists in 
immersion of the candidate in water or pouring 
water on his head." (p. 357) 

This apparently new aspect of Roman Catholic 
baptism was contrary to what I had perceived 
their rite to be - sprinkling. So I called the 
local priest, and he confirmed that immersion is 
now practiced in the Catholic Church, and that 
some new churches under construction will have a 
baptistry as any Adventist or Baptist church 
would have. He indicated that he administered 
the rite by pouring, and that he personally was 
unaware of sprinkling ever having been used. 
However, the New Baltimore Catechism (1949, 
rev. ed.) declared plainly that "the sacrament of 
Baptism may be validly administered: first by 
immersion; second, by pouring; third, by 
sprinkling." (Emphasis theirs) Then a comment 
was added - "According to Church law, however, 
it is not now licit to confer Baptism by the 
method of sprinkling." (p. 187) 

Since now the Roman Catholic Church is moving 
toward baptism by immersion, the real issue 
ceases to focus on how the rite is administered 
to the meaning of the rite itself. Is baptism a 
sacrament of regeneration, or a testimony to 
regeneration? 

In Catholic teaching, Baptism is a means of 
grace. In their new Catechism it is stated:-
"Baptism imprints on the soul an indelible 
spiritual sign, the character, which consecrates 
the baptized person for Christian worship." It is 
referred to as "a rich reality that includes 
forgiveness of original sin and all personal sins. 


