“Watchman,
What of e 7ight ?

' "The hour has come, the hour is striking, and stnking at you,
the hour and the end!” Eze. 76 (Moffun)
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THE LINES ARE BEING DRAWN

LET'S TALK IT OVER

Just after completing the lead article, we
received the book, Issues: The Seventh-day
Adventist Church and Certain Private Ministries,
It contains 467 pages including facsimile
reproduced documentation. The very nature of its
contents warrants careful study vefore
commenting.  Sitting as it were for the moment
above the fray, and knowing the hypocrisy
practiced by the leaders of the Private Ministries
named, one's sympathy comes down on the side of
the Church's hierarchy even with its hierarchal
manner of governance and apostasy. The probliem
in this whole confrontation is the backdrop given
to this action by the Editor of the Adventist
Review in his article, "Acts 15 Time Agaln.™ He
belleves the creation of these ministries was
unnecessary because "the Adventist tent is large,
encompanssing a  variety of ministers and
emphases." {p. 8) From his experience, it is very
true. One wonders after reading some of the
theology as expressed in his doctoral dissertation
why the tent flap dropped to include him in and
Desmond Ford out; the line between them can
hardly be discerned.

The use of the "tent" symbolism, or "umbrella"
metaphor has overtones of ecumenism, and for
that matter Roman Catholicism. The various
orders (ministries) of the Roman Church with
their differing theologies have one thing in
common, their allegiance to the papacy. The
Adventist concept was well expressed by a past
president of the Arkansas-Louisiana conference to
one of the Literature Evangelists in his field who
wanted to discuss some of the Church's new
theology with him. The appointment was quickly
concluded with "We have an open-ended
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An insert in the Adventist Review (Nov 35, 1992)
contained "an abbreviated and adapted version of
a new book, Issues: The Seventh-day Adventist
Church and Certaln Private Ministries.” This book
is the result of a commissioned study authorized
by the officers and Union Presidents of the North
American Division of the Church. An articie in
the same issue of the Review by its editor noted
this study as "Acts 15 Time Again,” stating - "You
will find something unusual in the insert and the
book -~ mention by name of several private
organizations that are causing church leaders
serious concern,” (p. 8) And name them it does,
comparing them to the Shepherd's Rod, Robert
Brinsmead, and Desmond Ford. However, this
insert and Issues, according to the editor comes
"as an appeal rather than a declaration of war."
(p. 9) Time alone will tell which it really is, an
appeal or warfare, We shall reserve final
judgment unti! we can read and analyze the book
{tself.

A little thought reveals that the greater portion
of Jesus' earthly ministry was that of an
"independent minister” heading an “independent

ministry.” He did not intend it to be that way.
He first tried to clean-up the headquarters
organization, and overturn the corruption that

existed there. John telis us that one of His first
acts after launching His ministry was to drive the
dealers in oxen, sheep, and doves from the temple
precincts, and overthrow the tables of the money
changers. (2:13-15) Interestingly, the dove
market where the poor would buy their offerings
was controlled by the high priest, Annas. Now
apart from the profits derived from the exchange
of money and the sale of sacrificially acceptable
animals, this activity could be presented as a
service to the people who had to travel many
miles to attend, and who could not drive, or carry
their sacrifices such distances.

Jesus did not divorce Himself from the temple.
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nor its services. He said in doing what He did,
This is my church, this is my temple, "make not
my Father's house an house of wmerchandise.”
(2:16) Further, In one of the outlying
conferences of the Jewish Church, Jesus preached
for a short period of time to the local
congregations as they met in their synagogues.
(Matt. 4:23) Finally, He was expelled, and any
who would confess His ministry was to be
excommunicated from his local congregation. (John
9:22)

He ordained a ministry with a mission. The text
reads - "And He ordained twelve, that they should
be with Him, and that He might send them forth
to preach.” (Mark 3:14) A terse comment on this
action states - "The first step was now taken in
the organization of the Church that after Christ's
departure was to be His representative on earth.”
(DA, p. 291} Herein is revealed the hypocrisy of
the ordination which has been recently performed
by one of the "independent ministries” in the
community of Adventism. The claimlis put forth
that these men were only being ordained for a
"mission." So were the Twelve! But the
ordination by these “"independents" was not to
establish a new church, so they said; they were
still wanting to be "loyal" to the mother church.
But what did that act mean - "the first step" in
the organization of a new church "was now
taken."”

Jesus even commissioned 70 other evangelists, and
sent them forth "before His face into every clty
and place, whither Himself would come." (Luke
10:1) What a stir this must have made among the
local congregations of the Jewish Church! Not
only that, funds flowed into His ministry. Women
with sums of money at their disposal "ministered
to Him of their substance.” (luke 8:1-3) The
funds were of a sufficient amoumt that it was
necessary for the Twelve to have a "treasurer."
The reaction of the hierarchy was not long
delayed. How many studies were commissioned by
the hierarchy we are not told, but they invaded
"home church" meetings to latch on any words
which Jesus might utter which could be used
against Him. (Luke 5:18-21)

Jesus made one final attempt to cleanse the
Temple. It was the beginning of the Last Week.
The text reads:

And he went into the temple, and began to cast
out' them that sold therein, and them that bought;
saying unto them, It is written, My house Is the

house of prayer: but ve have made it a den of
thieves. (Luke 19:45-46)

The setting of this act dare not be overlooked.
Jesus had just wept over the city declaring -

If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things that belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hidden from thine eyes.

Because thou knewest not the time of thy
visitation. (Luke 19:42-44)
The beginning of the end for the Jewish

Church/Natlon as a favored nation under God, and
the city of Jerusalem as the Holy City of God
had begun, Even yet, Jesus chose a text in
cleansing the temple precincts that echoed His
hopes - He still called it, "My house,” But a few
days later, when He left the temple for the last
time, He declared - "Behold, your house is left
unio you desolate.” (Matt. 23:38) It ceased to be
His temple, His church; it was left desolate.

On  Thursday night of the Last Wweek, Jesus
gathered together in an upper room the ministry
of His church, and gave to them the symbols of
their oneness. After the terrifying and shaking
experiences which followed, the disciples kept
refuming to this "upper room.” (Acts 1:13)
[while the KJV reads, "an upper room," the Greek
text has the definite article, "the" - to huperdon]
Here a new era begins - momentous things were
about to transpire.

FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY

In the upper room, the followers of Christ studied
diligently for ten days the OIld Testament
Scriptures.  They conducted a business meeting
with Peter in the chair. Then came the Day of
Pentecost. Would they observe it? To do so,
they would have to appear in the Temple for
worship. {Ex. 34:23)" But this temple had been
declared desolate by Jesus. And if any had gone,
they would have missed the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. Here Is a lesson for us. We need
to know where to be when God's Spirit is poured
out in the Latter Rain!

The book of Acts is a "last day" book for God's
people now, It sets forth the issues clearly and
plainly which the tom and bleeding Adventist
community needs. It is indeed a "now time"
book. !

In the book of Acts, the disciples of Christ were
first called "Christians™ at Antioch. (Acts 11:26)
This was a Greek term based on Christos, the
Greek translation of the Jewish word Tor Messiah.
(John 1:41) It is used only one other time in
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Acts by Agrippa. (26:28) On the other hand, the
Jewish hierarchy referred to them as the "sect of
the Nazarenes," (24:5) However, another term is
used consistently throughout the book of Acts to
designate the disciples of Jesus - followers of The
Way:

Acts 9:2 - "of this way"
way."
Acts 19:9 - "of that way." Gr., "the way."

19:23 - "about that way" - Gr., "the way."
Acts 22:4 - "this way" - Gr. literally - "this the
way" because of rules of grammar.
Acts 24:14 - “"the way which they (Jewish
hierarchy) call heresy." The Greek word
translated, "heresy" is translated, "sect" in verse
5.

Margin, Gr., "of the

Why followers of the Way? Jesus is the way, the
truth and the life. (John 14:6) Further, He
opened "a new and living way," becoming "an high
priest over the house of God." (Heb. 10:20-21)
In the sanctuary truth revealed both in type and
in antitype is to be found the way of and to
God. (Ps. 77:13) ‘This way of truth was intended
by Christ to be the pillar and foundation of His
church. The whole issue of the great controversy
is over truth. The devil abode not in the truth.
And the Jewish Church leadership accepted him
as their father, and in so doing, brought the
Temple of God to the point where Jesus declared
it desolate,

History has a way of repeating itself. God raised
up a people, and gave to them the sanctuary
truth, a truth so unique that even the
evangelicals knew it to be ™a doctrine never
known in theological history until the second half
of the nineteenth century." And when the focus
of the Church to whom it was committed became
centered on emphases which left its preaching as
dry as the hills of Gilboa, God sent "a most
precious message” of Christ and His righteousness.
This is declared to be "pure, unadulterated truth.”
(TM, p. 65) The Jewish Church had truth, but it
was adulterated. The question is simply, how
adulterated can truth become before those
professing it, and the place of their worship is
left desolate?

The book of Acts presents another picture.
When Paul retumed to Jerusalem from his third
missionary tour, he reported to the leadership of
the Christian Church "the things God had wrought
among the Gentiles by his ministry.” (Acts 21:19)
He could not state that "many thousands" had
been converted, He could not tell of large
edifices being erected in which to worshlp. He

had left the Followers of the Way in "home”
churches. (Rom. 16:5; @I Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15
Philemon 2)

In Corinth, when the members of the Jewish
synagogue "blasphemed,” Paul took the company
of believers and began worshiping in the house of
a God-fearer, Justus, whose home "joined hard to
the synagogue.” In due time the first elder of
the Jewish Church cast his lot with the Corinthian
believers. (Acts 18:6-8)

In Ephesus, after pleading with the Jewish
congregation in their synagogue for three months,
because of their disbelief and hardness of heart,
Paul found it necessary to find a class room in
the school of Tyrannus in which the Followers of
The Way could study and worship. Separation
inevitably followed the rejection of the truth as
it is in Jesus.

However, the leadership of the Christian Church
at Jerusalem could point to the "many thousands
of Jews...which believe;" and they were “all
zealous of the law." They were still following
the statutes and ordihances of the Mosaic code.
They were involved with the rites and purification
of the Temple ritual. (Acts 21:23-26) Yet this
temple, Jesus had declared desolate some thirty
years before. The prophecy of Jesus that this
temple would be destroyed had made little
impression upon them, even though they were
standing within the shadow of its fulfillment.
They were staying with the Church.

It was Paul who was hated by the Jewish
hierarchy because he called for separation from
that which was desolate. DBut here he faced a
séparated group - the sect of the Nazarenes
headed by James - amd they had been given
reports of his teachings which caused big
question marks in the minds of the Jewish
Christians. (21:21) Furthermore, they were
seeking to hold a firm relationship with the
Temple and its rituals, while having a separate
meeting place of their own. (21:18)

How much different is today's situation in the
Adventist Community? There is the main body,
and scattered around are the various "sects” of
Adventism - The Hartland Sect; the Hope
International Sect, the Rolling Hills Sect, and the
Steps to Life Sect. All of these are named in
the study commissioned by the North American
Division leadership. Does the message of the
book of Acts have no meaning? Is the example
and teaching of Paul as found in the New
Testament without significance? Can we not know
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