
'Wedehman, 
lat Pik *i?" 

The  hour has come, the hour is striking and striking at you, 
the hour and the end!" 	 Ere. 7:6 (Molina) 
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A 

SYMPOSIUM 

REPORT 
Editor's Note  - The following report was written by Pastor 

Richard Sutton of the independent congregation of Seventh-day 
Adventists meeting in Nora Springs. Iowa. In this report. he 

explains why the symposium was called. who was invited to come 

and take part. also noting their reaction to the invitation. 

This report should cause every sincere and concerned Seventh-

day Adventist to pause and consider where he is placing his 
emphasis in these last final days of human history. 

- + - 

Originally, the plan of sponsoring a symposium began to 
take shape last September. Some of the members of 
the Nora Springs, Iowa, congregation had informally 
expressed a desire to contact a number of prominent 
independent and/or self supporting ministries with the 
view of bringing them together at one place to discuss 
important issues within the Adventist Community. 

For some time, we had been receiving literature, audio 
and video tapes from the following: 

Elder Wm. H. Grotheer 

Pastor John Osborne 

John Grosboll 

Hartland Institute 

David Mould 

Pastor John Marcussen 

Terry ROSS 

Hope International 

Bill Springfellow 

Bob Trefz 

In addition, some of us have listened and spoken in 
person to quite a few of the brethren associated with 
these ministries. In fact, we had sponsored, or helped 
to sponsor some of the meetings we had attended. 

It had become increasingly clear that our congrega-
tion was not the only group of Seventh-day Adventists 
deeply concerned by the deepening apostasy within the 
corporate denominational Church. We had associated 
with brethren from other parts of Iowa, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin at these meetings who represented them-
selves to be likewise saddened and perplexed over the 
crisis among our people. 

It also became apparent to us that not all of these 
ministries were speaking with the same voice. The 
trumpet was being given an uncertain sound. All 
recognized problems; all recognized that something was 
amiss; but there was confusion as to what should be 
done about it. Therefore, we at Nora Springs were 
strongly convinced that the issues of "the status of 
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God's people at this time" were not being 
presented in their true light. So trying to be a 
part of the solution, rather than just an addition 
to the problem, we invited the ten ministries 
(or their representatives) to our church in Nora 
Springs to discuss the following vital topics: 

1. History of Apostasy in the 5DA Church 
past and present 

2. The Final Atonement 
3. Sunday Laws 

4. Use of the Spirit of Prophecy 

5. Jesus' End-time Prophecy 

6. Conclusion: "Common Message" to proclaim 

The date for the Symposium was set for 
November 9, 1991. The invitations were mailed 
out on October 4, with an R.S.V.P. for October 
21, 1991, and a corresponding general invitation 
was sent to concerned Seventh-day Adventists in 
the area. Two of the invited speakers replied 
in writing before the October 21 deadline -
Elder Grotheer representing the Adventist 
Laymen's Foundation, and David Mould who 
turned down the invitation with no explanation. 

Terry Ross replied by telephone before October 
21 representing himself and John Osborne. 
Terry informed me that he didn't go anywhere 
unless money was sent to cover his expenses 
stating that anyone who wanted to hear his 
message would willingly pay for the privilege. 

Meanwhile at a meeting in Le Center, Minne-
sota, members of our congregation had the 
opportunity to personally invite Bob Trefz on 
October 12. He also declined stating he had a 
"thought paper" to get ready and place in the 
mails. There was NO REPLY  from the others 
before the deadline. 

After October 21, we took it upon ourselves to 
contact the remaining ministries who had not 
replied. John Grosboll's secretary, answering 
the Steps to Life telephone, stated that John 
had a wedding to perform and would be unable 
to attend. An individual contacted at Concerned 
Publications informed us that Bill Stringfellow 
was in Florida. 

Dr. Colin Standish finally responded by letter 
stating he was booked up until September, 1992, 
and would be unable to attend. However, at a 
mini-campmeeting held this past Fall in our area 
which we were asked to help arrange, Hal 
Mayer from Hartland was present. He at that 
time responded to an invitation for a meeting in 
Wisconsin with only three weeks notice. We did 
not specifically request Dr. Colin Standish's 

presence, only that Hartland be represented. 

Jan Marcussen's telephone wasn't answered and 
in his November newsletter, he wrote he would 
be at a "Campmeeting," November 7-9. (We 
have not heard from him yet, even though he 
had been a guest speaker at our church a few 
weeks prior to our sending out the invitation!) 

Vernon Sparks of Hope International left a 
message on my telephone answering machine 
indicating that he would not be able to come. 
Approximately one week later, a letter was 
received stating - "I left a message on your 
answering machine that Hope International 
would not be represented at your upcoming 
seminar. Our Executive committee felt that 
your expectation of all getting together to 
formulate a 'common voice' is unrealistic. We 
believe that the Holy Spirit will lead isolated 
voices to speak with one voice without human 
vote being taken or legislation." 

On November 4, we sent a second letter to 
professedly concerned Seventh-day Adventists 
in the area informing them that the 
"Symposium" was still on. It was held as 
scheduled, and a video was made of the presen-
tations and the discussions. 

Considering the absolute importance of the 
topics on the agenda for discussion and the 
times in which we are living, as a 
congregation, we were not only disappointed; 
and we cannot but question the sincerity of the 
independent ministries and the professedly 
concerned area Adventists who failed to attend. 

The Holy Spirit was in charge of this meeting 
and the topics were well covered by Elder 
Grotheer representing the Adventist Laymen's 
FoundatiOn, and Elder Tevis speaking for the 
Nora Springs Church. We appreciate the fact 
that Elder Grotheer sees the importance of 
these issues and we thank him for his partici-
pation. 

Apparently "some have eyes to see, and see 
not; and ears to hear, but understand not." 

Richard Sutton 
- +- 

AN ANCIENT HEBREW PRAYER 

From the conscience that shrinks from new 
truth, from the laziness that is content 
with half truth, from the arrogance that 
thinks it knows all truth, ❑ God of truth 
deliver us. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
Before any comments on the responses of those 
who were invited to take part in the Symposium 
that was held in the independent Nora Springs 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, careful consid-
eration needs to be given to the gravity of the 
topics selected by the Church for discussion. 
This dare not be ignored, nor should it have 
been ignored by those invited to take part. 
Rather, it should have been the prime factor in 
the decision of each one invited whether to at-
tend, or not to attend. 

APOSTASY 

That there is apostasy in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is not questioned by a single 
individual or organization which was invited. 
The videos produced, the mini-campmeetings con-
ducted, the articles written all say the same 
thing on this point. But the question that 
needs to be studied in regard to the apostasy in 
the Church is - Is the Church in apostasy, or is 
it merely that apostasy has taken place in the 
Church? One may say that this is a fine line, 
but it is this very line that Dr. Roger W. Coon 
drew in his pamphlet on Tithe which was distri-
buted as an insert in --th—F Adventist Review 
(Nov. 7, 1991). To the question, "Should I pay 
tithe to a church if I believe it is in apostasy? 
- Coon wrote: 
There is a fine line - but significant dis-
tinction - between "a church in apostasy" and 
"apostasy in the church." (p. 3) 

Coon well knows that one does not pay tithe to 
a "church in apostasy." But if the condition of 
the Church is only that it has apostasy in it, 
then one does continue to support the Church, 
and does so from inside in cooperation with its 
leadership! Thus every "independent ministry" 
must decide which is the true situation. If the 
Church is in apostasy, and one is removed from 
the Church because of his conduct, or attacks 
on the Church, then he doesn't make arrange-
ments for, nor accepts invitations to place, his 
name on a "safe" membership list in some church 
far removed from his operations. This is 
duplicity in its most despicable form. 

This number one topic on the Symposium agenda 
struck at the very heart of the existence of 
each and every one of the "independent" 
ministries, and is the number one reason why 
each one invited should have cleared their 
schedules to be present. "Ducking out" by some 
excuse is contemptible when the eternity of 

concerned Adventists is involved. Men whom 
assume leadership but who are unable to 
perceive the gravity of the very first topic are 
"blind guides" who continue to put out the eye-
sight of God's professed people. 

FINAL ATONEMENT 

This is present truth! 	It is based in the 
sanctuary truth committed to the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. If one still believes that the 
atonement was not completed on the cross as 
the leading independent ministries profess to 
believe, and that Christ is now ministering as 
High Priest in the most holy place of the 
Heavenly Sanctuary, then in these final days of 
human history, what should be the center of 
our focus? Should it not be to understand the 
meaning of the type where the High Priest 
came to the Court with the mingled blood of 
the bullock and the Lord's goat to expiate "the 
uncleaness of the children of Israel"? (Lev. 
16:19) Does not the type dictate that the 
attitude of God's professed people should be 
that of "soul affliction" at this present time, 
and if not, they will be "cut off" as if they 
themselves were apostates? (Lev. 23:29). Have 
we forgotten the counsel which states - "the 
class who do not feel grieved over their own 
spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of 
others, will be left without the seal of God." 
(5T:211) The continual recitation of apostasy 
by which to keep a steady flow of tithes and 
offerings into the coffers to support an "ego" 
trip is not "mourning" over the sins of others; it 
is merely using the cry of apostasy to cover 
their "own spiritual declension." 
Can we actually believe, no matter how it may 
titillate our ears, that a recitation of "New 
Age" roots, or a tirade on the Celebration type 
of service, or a review of the hypnotic 
methods being introduced to control people -
and any number of sins of the "brethren" will 
bring a people to the place where there will be 
"soul affliction"? This failure to perceive the 
final atonement as the present truth for this 
time, and substituting for it a continuous 
recitation of the apostasy in the Church has 
produced a pharisaical Laodiceanism unmatched 
by the Church itself in its Laodicean state. The 
ones who are looking at the continuous flow of 
videos and attending "campmeetings" where the 
apostasy in the Church is the main menu are 
developing a smug complacency thanking God 
that they are not like their former brethren 
who are now attending a celebration type of 
service and being manipulated by mind 
controlling techniques. These concerned souls 
are for the most part unmindful that the same 


