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Since publishing a Special Issue in October on the "Joint 
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification" between the 
Lutheran and Roman Catholic Churches, numerous news releases 
have added to the information available as well as insightful 
comments. Because of this additional information, we included 
this subject in the category of "Unfinished Business" even 
though we had reported on it at length. Then there is still 
more that we could have included had space permitted. Pope 
John Paul II in his Sunday Angelus address made reference to 
the signing that day in Augsburg, Germany. As the news re-
leases continued to come, we did add a "Postscript" to this 
issue noting in Particular the fact that the largest single 
Lutheran Church. the Missouri Synod did not sign the Declara-
tion and what they said about the document. This Lutheran 
Church is not a part of the Lutheran World Federation with 
which Rome was in dialogue over justification. 

The Doctrine of Justification, as well as the other topics we 
have noted under "Unfinished Business," will constitute the 
outline of subjects which we plan to review for our readers 
during the year 2000. We are also sure that with the Pope 
declaring this year a Jubilee Year. there will be many activi-
ties and events which will need to be included in each issue 
of WWII as space permits. 

During this past year we graciously received from a reader of 
WWII two cassette tapes which recorded Alma E. McKibbin's re-
call of her memories of Ellen G. White. In the course of the 
interview, this pioneer Adventist educator and textbook 
writer, made an Observation stating, "There was a famous nor-
mal school in the State of Kansas that had inscribed on the 
front of the building - "Review, and then Review again, and 

Review all that you've Reviewed." Her comment to this was - 
"It is a law of the human mind that we need review. We need 
drill: we need truth to be repeated." This will be our 
objective for the year 2000. We will review basics which 
elucidate the plan of salvation, such as the sanctuary teach-
ing. with special emphasis on the final atonement. 
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Unfinished Business 
There were several items which we had hoped to 
discuss in the columns of WWN during the past year 
but which lack of space prevented. Some of these 
items are further developments of topics which we 
did discuss. We will attempt in this issue to note 
many of them, perhaps all of the major ones. 

A History of a Movement 

Long time Editor of Publications for the Seventh Day 
Adventist Reform Movement, Alfons Balbach, ac-
cepted a responsibility several years ago to begin 
gathering data for a history of the Movement. This 
monumental task was completed last year and 
published as a 664 page tome - The History of the 
Seventh Day Adventist Reform Movement. The 
historical data, names and places, will have to pass 
the scrutiny of those who have been directly in-
volved in its activities from its inception in 1925. 

Knowing Elder Balbach, and having visited with him 
on several occasions, I was deeply interested in 
what he wrote about certain details of their history. 
These I read carefully, and scanned the remainder 
of the book. I have written to him about certain 
items which are open to serious question, and 
which to date (11/25/99), 1 have received no reply. 

The major premise upon which this history is based 
is stated in its first paragraph which reads: 

As the great reformation carried on by Luther. Cal-
vin, Zwingli, and others in the sixteenth century ac-
tually had its beginning several centuries earlier, so 
the prophesied Reform Movement among Seventh 
Day Adventists, in existence today, had its embry-
onic beginning, in 1888, when the Lord sent a spe-
cial message to His people. (p. 1) 

This is a pure assumption without documentation. It 
is doubtful that a single minister or layperson who 
assembled at Gotha, Germany, in 1925 to organize 
the Reform Movement was knowledgeable about 
1888, or had even heard of it. The first attempt to 
analyze the experience of 1888 was in 1926 with 
the release of a commissioned book by A. G. Dan-
iells - Christ Our Righteousness. 

It is true that Ellen G. White called for reform to take 
place within the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
connection with the 1888 experience. She wrote: 

I was confirmed in all that I had stated in Minnea-
polis, that a reformation must go through the 
churches. Reforms must be made, for spiritual 
weakness and blindness were upon the people 
who had been blessed with great light and pre-
cious opportunities and privileges. (1888 Materials, 
Vol. 1, p. 356) 

The issue which was on the minds of those who as-
sembled in Gotha, Germany, in 1925 was not the 
1888 Message of Righteousness by Faith, but rather 
the stand which had been taken in regard to mili-
tary duty, and Sabbath observance in time of war 
by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Europe. 
Balbach in his history of the Reform Movement 
documents well that factor in the fifth chapter -
"1914-1918 - The Great Crisis." There is no question 
from the facts which cannot be disputed that the 
brethren who assembled at Gotha, Germany, had a 
justifiable complaint. But to seek to interpret that 
complaint In terms of 1888 and the issue of right-
eousness - by faith is an attempt to rewrite history 
and clothe the Reform Movement in garments into 
which are woven many threads of human reason-
ing. 

It is the claim of the Reform Movement that they are 
the successor Movement to the Advent Movement 
which rose out of the 1844 experience. That move-
ment, when organized as the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church, held to certain specific articles of faith 
which were stated in a 1872 Statement of Beliefs. 
However, the Principles of Faith which the Reform 
Movement adopted at Gotha, Germany, in 1925 do 
not reflect the 1872 Statement. In my conversations 
with Elder Balbach, I presented this paradox to him. 
He assured me that a committee would have to 
take care of that problem. in referring everything 
to a committee, they do in this aspect reflect the 
"mother" church. Evidently they have perfected 
the committee concept of church governance to 
such an extent that one brother who had been a 
second generation minister in the Reform Move-
ment had a card printed which read - "GOD SO 
LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE DID NOT SEND A 
,COMMITTEE." 


