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THE SIGN OF THE END OF TIME 

Twice during His earthly ministry, Jesus sought to cleanse the Jewish 
Temple. At the first Passover, following His baptism, the record reads: 

And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and 
found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting. And when he had made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; 
and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; and he said 
unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's 
house an house of merchandise. (John 2:13-16) 

At the Passover, just prior to His death, Jesus attempted once again to 
cleanse the Temple. Coming to the Temple after His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, He "began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that 
bought; saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer; but 
ye have made it a den of thieves." (Luke 19:45-46) 

On His approach to the city, Jesus had paused, and wept over it, "saying, if 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes, ... because 
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation." (Luke 19:41-44) The days of the 
probation of the Jewish nation as the chosen people of God were rapidly 
drawing to a close. Jesus was entering the last week of His earthly life. 

During this last week - Tuesday to be exact - Jesus exposed before the peo-
ple, the hypocrisy of the religious leadership. He used strong language, 
declaring, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?" He had sent to them prophets and wisemen, but they 
had killed these and persecuted them from city to city, with the result that 
"all the righteous blood shed upon the earth" was to "come upon this gener-
ation." (Matt. 23:33-36) The final generation had arrived for the Jewish 
nation. Jesus declared emphatically, "Your house is left unto you desolate." 
(verse 38) No longer was it "my Father's house." Twice He had tried to 
restore it to its original purpose as an house of prayer. Now it was their 
house, and it was desolate. Having thus spoken, Jesus left the Temple 
never more to enter its once sacred precincts. (24:1) 

This stunned the disciples. Their whole religious life was centered on the 
Temple and its-services. Annual pilgrimages had been a part of their life 
and practice. Now the center of their religious devotion, desolate! This 
could not be, so they pointed Jesus to "the buildings of the temple." His 
response only added to their consternation. "There shall not be left here 

one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down" (24:2). Silence 
reigned as they made their way from the Temple back to a secluded garden 
on the slopes of the Mount of Olives. Finally, four of the disciples ventured 
to ask Jesus a question. Such a catastrophe involving the Temple had to be 
the end of the world, so they phrased their question - "Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world?" (24:3) They did not ask for "signs", but for the specific sign that 
would mark the event. Luke in outlining the response of Jesus gives the sign 
which would mark "when these things shall be," and the sign which would 
signal the end of time. He quotes Jesus as saying concerning "when these 
shall be": 

When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the 
desolation thereof is nigh. (Luke 21:20) 

Jesus had declared the Temple desolate, now He gives the sign by which 
His disciples would know that the desolation of the city was nigh. The sign 
was to be an historical event involving the city, not the temple. When this 
sign was to occur, they were to depart from the city. He tells them why: 

For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be 
fulfilled.... for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this 
people. (verses 21-23) 

The sign occurred in AD 66. Cestius with his Roman legions surrounded 
the city. Josephus tells us that he then "retired from the city, without any 
reason in the world." (Wars of the Jews,  bk II, chap. XIX, par. 7) The 
Jewish army poured forth from the city in hot pursuit. The gates were left 
open, and the Christians departed the city. Not a Christian perished in the 
destruction and desolation which followed when Titus renewed the seige of 
the city in AD 70. Why? The Christians believed the prophecy of Jesus, 
and acted upon it. Herein is the mark of the true follower of Christ - the 
acceptance of His words and acting in harmony with those words. 

In this same setting, - the history of the city of Jerusalem - Jesus gave the 
sign that would mark the end of time. He declared: 

Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled. (verse 24) 

We need to take note of the words which Jesus used as recorded by Luke. 
First, one word in the text is translated two different ways. If not under-
stood, it can limit our perception. The inhabitants of Jerusalem were to "be 
led away captive into all nations." The city was to "be trodden down of the 



Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." There was to be "upon 
the earth distress of nations." Each word emphasized, "nations," or 
"Gentiles," is the same word in the Greek - to ethne (Ta ce ) - and 
means those nations other than Israel. 

These Gentile nations were to tread down the city. Nineteen centuries of 
history should provide adequate proof of this fact - "first the Romans, then 
by the Arabs, next by different Christian nations during the Crusades, fourth 
by the Turks up to the end of the first world war, then by the British, and 
finally by the Jordanians." Then in the Six-Day War of June, 1967, a dra-
matic change took place. The Reader's Digest (March, 1975) in an article, 
"Jerusalem - Too Holy for Its Own Good," gave the story: 

A stone wall, rising starkly in the Walled City, figures strongly in Israel's 
adamancy over not wanting to give up East Jerusalem. This is the Western 
Wall, a fragment of the ramport of a platform on which the First Temple of 
King Solomon and the Second Temple of King Herod stood. The Second 
Temple was destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70, when the Jews were dri-
ven into diaspora, or dispersion. Throughout 19 centuries of diaspora, the 
wall, or the memory of it served as a spiritual beacon and a symbol of a lost 
homeland to Jews the world over. During that time, Passover and Yom 
Kippur services ended in the incantation in Hebrew: "Next year in 
Jerusalem."... 

When the British withdrew from Palestine in 1948, and Jews and Arabs 
fought for the control of the state, the Jews managed to hold West 
Jerusalem... Yet, tantalizingly, the Western Wall remained just beyond 
reach. Jordan annexed East Jerusalem as well as the West Bank of the 
River Jordan, a territory that surrounds the city on three sides. For 19 
years, a no-man's-land separated the two sectors, and Jordanians refused 
to allow Jews to worship at the Western Wall. 

When war came again in 1967, Israel urged Jordan's King Hussein to stay 
out of it, promising, in return, not to attack Jordan. But, ... Hussein sent 
artillery shells crashing into West Jerusalem. Israeli soldiers counterat-
tacked, and poured into the Walled City. Their religious fervor was such that 
many headed directly for the Western Wall, where they paused to pray. For 
the first time in 19 centuries, the wall was under Jewish control. (p. 132) 

The restoration of Old Jerusalem to Israeli control marked the fulfillment of 
the second part-of Jesus' prophecy - "Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the nations until the times of the nations be fulfilled." It also was the sign 
which signaled the beginning of the end of time. 
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Secondly, we need to consider, how the word, "times" is used in Luke 21:24. 
The Greek word translated, "times," is kairos ( Kulp o s ). The same word 
was used by Luke in quoting Jesus as He wept over Jerusalem, because 
they did not know "the time of [their] visitation" (Luke 19:44). Paul used the 
word when he wrote of the accepted time for salvation. (II Cor. 6:2) It is pro-
bationary time - not chronological time ( x p ovo s ). Thus the fulfillment of 
"the times of the nations" means simply that the probationary time allotted to 
the nations as corporate bodies was closing. 

Thirdly, the record in Luke connects this event with a specific condition to 
begin among the nations - "distress of nations with perplexity." The word, 
"distress" is a translation of the Greek word, sunoche (auv 0 xi-1), meaning a 
constricted passage way, or being "in the narrows." The prepositional 
phrase - "with perplexity" (Ey caropict)- carries the force of inability to 
meet the demands placed on the nations financially. The word, aporia, is 
found in the papyri used in an imperial edict, in this sense. The verb form is 
used of a weaver who disqualified himself from public service because, 
though having means, they were inadequate to meet the demands of the 
office. (The Vocabulary of the Greek New Testament, p. 68) We might 
illustrate the financial picture conveyed by the use of this word, aporia, by 
contrast. Following the Panic of 1837, an editor of a paper in the midwest 
declined an offer of a cow and calf for a $1.00 advance subscription for his 
paper "because he had no way of realizing that amount of cash from the 
transaction." There was almost literally, no money. Now there is money but 
it is not adequate to cover the increasing costs. 

This financial crisis for the nations began in 1967 as predicted in harmony 
with the sign given. The late C. V. Myers, noted in the London Financial  
Times, as the "well-known Canadian financial expert" wrote in his Finance & 
Energy of July 4, 1974: 

It has now been established over the course of the last seven years -- since 
1967 -- that there is nothing in this world the international monetary authori-
ties can do to stem the advance of gold, or to stem the collapse of inflation -
or to avoid the enormous deflation -- the global liquidity crunch -- and the 
resulting depressions. 

In 1975, Myers wrote from Zurich, Switzerland, that the "monetary confusion 
deepens," stating: 

From all that I have observed of international conferences since 1967, I do 
not believe that any conference is going to come up with any workable 
answer. It seems that the situation will just continue to deteriorate. Only six 
months ago we heard every monetary authority in the world shouting, "either 
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